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Chancellor Helmut Kohl (right) conferring In Bonn with Gûnter Mittag, the East Ger- 
man Forelgn Trade Minister, who was in the Federal Republic for tha Hanover Fair, 
(Phuta: Buındesbildstelle 


Intra-German talks in Bonn 
sidestep main issues 


: NURBERGR 


both sides of the burder, such iis how 
the GDR plans in future lo hundle {ruvel 
restrictions on ils citizens und whul 
changes, İĞ any, ufe ta be made lo the 
umount visitors from the West ire requir- 
ed to change in hard currency per duy of 
StAY. 

No official comment may have heen 
made after the meeting between Helnıut 
Kohl and Gtlinter Mittag, but East Berlin 
indirectly made it clear how little the 
GDR is really interested in opening even 
the smallest safely valve .anywhere in 
East Germany. 

The GDR authorities may still be let- 
ting people out of lhe country but they 
are scared stiff of a dam bustling. 

There can be no olher explanation for 
the threat that Lhe exit permits issued for 
35 GDR citizens who sought refuge in 
Bonn’s embassy in Prague were positive- 
ly the last. 

The plain speaking of these warning 
words is lhe less salient feature. In the 
wake of recent events İt was only lo be 
expected. 

But anyone who may on the quiet 
have hoped that the ODR might be pre- 
pared, given the greater intra-German 
leeway East Berlin seems to have been 
given by Moscow, lû make concessions 
on travel to the West will now again 
conclude he has been harbouring illu- 
sions. 

GDR citizens are unlikely'for ages to 
enjoy half-way norma! travel facilities 

Hungarians have for years en- 
Mithout the Hungarian regime 
needing to fear a mass exodus. 
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nlra-German tes have bevn some- 

hing special ever since they have 
vxisted. They bur the hullmarks of 
more taboos than rekutions between 
uther slates. 

Only when these laboos ure carefully 
observed cin there be any guirunlee 
thul the hridges built (o enable people in 
ihe two paris of Germuny Lo came closer 
together will not collapse again. 

The result is thul the powers {hit be in 
Bonn and East Berlin are always ex- 
tremely careful in the wuy hey deal with 
each other. 

As a rule they agree to shelve at all 
negotiations any points on which a con- 
sensus seems impossible, 

Agreement currently seems mainly to 
prevail on economic and trade policy is- 
sues, as shown by the visit to Bonn by 
Ginter Mittag of the GDR polithure au. 

The lwo sides are said not to have dis- 
cussed further loan facilities, but Chan- 
cellor Kohl and his visitor were clearly 
firmly ugreed on one point. 

Every effort is to continue (o be made 
to ensure that intra-German trade flouri- 
shes. 

Never a mention was made of what 
much more keenly interests people on 
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Nato strategy enters 
the Star Wars era 


nuclear strategy on the concept of retal- 
iation. 

Another was lhut the Soviet Union 
wis busy developing anti-missile sys- 
tems of ils own. 

For Europe these space plans are nol 
without lheir drawbacks. Befure the 
NPG mel, Bonn Defence Minister Man- 
Ired Wûrner compliined that there hud 
so Tar heen Tew if any consultitions bel- 
ween America and Hurupe on lhis issue, 

ConsultMions may now have been 
held in Cesme, but many crilicul objec- 
uns rentiıin unanswered, US Defence 
Secretiry Uinpar Weinberger said his 
delegation had merely presenlecl techni- 
ual and scientific information. 

His Europein culleungues had iisked 
yuestions but not voiced criticism. 

Herr Wûrner shortly idlerwitrdls des- 
eribed the course of the proceedings in 
differen terms. He listed a range of 
points telifying tu greil scepticism 
ahout US views on nuclear strategy in 
the decades alicitd, 

The evalutivn gap hutween Wrinber- 
ger anl Wùrner was so wide thult an 
Americun observer termed Ihe Bonn LDe- 
fence Minister the “mouthpiece of Eiu= 
repean sceptivisın."" 

Terr Wûrnur voiced fundamentil cri= 
ticism of the Stir Wurs plans, officially 
known ûs the strategic defence initiutive. 

Technically, he said, il wus virtually 
impossible to censure total protection 
from incoming missiles. Ouly if (his was 
achieved would it be i purely defensive 
NUNCEY. 

Otherwise, it followed, at considerable 
nuclear offensive potential would need 
tu be retained in order to be able to 
strike back after an attack that was cverı 
partly successful. 

Any such strategic mix of anti-missile 
systems ind accurutely targetable inter- 
continental missiles would incvitably be 
taken by the enemy to be 4 first strike 
capability. 

On account of this very destabilising 
effect the humber of ABMs permitted by 
the terns of the Salt agreements was 
strictly limited. 

Herr Wûrner ulso noted with unaccus- 
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gi their trajectory hy means of ki- 
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Siadcutsche Zeitung 


fairly harmless communiqguê bud 

been issued iat the end of it fairly 
lrmless session uf Nios nuclear 
plaming group, siil di member uf the 
Ceman-delcgidtitin. 

He wus referring t6 the meeting ul 
Nalo Defence Ministers in the idyllic 
Turkish Acgean resort of Cesme, HiS iis 
ssment is loubHess fight when only ia 
feeting gkınce is taken at the communis 


emphasises cohesion und sulidirily 
wilin Nato. Û tresses, with the Usunl 
povisos, the December 1979 dual-triek 
teision, Moscow being called un to re- 


DF UTSCHE ZENS uno the negotinting table. 
FUR TOURISMSE Yet behind closed doors mt the Gol 


ta Dolphin Hotel high-ranking pouliti- 
tans dealt for the first lime iat Nato le- 
wiih Wushington's plans for i com- 

thauge in (he basis uf Western Buc 


x antegy in the none tou distant luc 


The Americans wouldl like to see the 


[Strategy ta longer hited on the ideu 


Preventing war by incins of rte 
Potential, in other words the ability 


f Ptêge a nuclear counter-strike. 


The United Sues wunls to iN an 


[ PPOrtunity of wiring ofF a clitssical 
clear attack by destroying incoming 
FE issiles. 


: A potential aggressor is in longer to 


tterred by the certainty that his dg- 
lon will be promplly followed by 
SOW nuclear destruction. 
Afurther deterrent is to be provided 
fact that once iin aggressor has 
his missiles he can he sure 
0st of them will be knocked oul wi- 
ving harmed the enemy in any 


The aggressor would then be virtually 


Celess in nucleur terms and more 


1 ss at the mercy of the military and 


lial will of the country attacked. 
‘Tent nuclear strategy is based on 


JÊ, eument thut the first power to set 


in motion will he the second‏ 5ز 


lnules Out nuclear war aç a ralional 

1S of pursuing political inlerexts. It 

jO be replaced by 4s functioning 

: Ole system. 

arch 1983 Previdenl Reagan un- 

COIN his Star Wars speech that the 
û Slates intended to invest enor- 

yı TS Of money int researching und 

PIN anti-missile systems. 

Would be mainly based in spate 


1 L Soviet mivsiles at varius 
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be German Sribune 


Uslerholz-Schatmbech 


1 Bremen 

2 Bodenwerder, home of 
Müûnchhausen 

3 Hanau, birthplace of the 
Brothers Grimm 

4 Alsfeld 


i ft ا‎ 1 1 1 
LD 
4 

U 


DZT YY 


Beelhovunstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankl 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The German Fairy 


Tale Route 


On a tour from Hanau, near 
Frankfurt, where the Brothers 
Grimm were born, to Bremen, 
where the Town Band 
(consisting of a donkey, a dog, 
a cat and a cockerel) played 
such dreadful music that it put 
even robbers to flight, you will 
enjoy the varying kinds of 
countryside. And do stop over 
at Bodenwerder, That was 
where Baron Münchhausen 
told his breathtaking lies. 


Visit Germany and let the Fairy 
Tale Route be your guide. 


BE? 


German roads will get you 
there — even if nostalgia is 
your destination. On your next 
visit why not call to mind those 
halcyon childhood days when 
your mother or father told you 
fairy tales, maybe German 
ones? The surroundings in 
which our great fairy tale 
writers lived or the scenes in 
which the tales themselves 
were set will make their 
meaning even clearer and 
show you that many are based 
on a fairly realistic 
background. 


Spokeswomen 
lead Greens 
in Bundestag 


The Greens have again surprised Bonn's 
polltical world by appointing wonıen to 
the parliamentary party leadership. Their 
predecessors, Joseph {Joschka) Fischer 
and lawyer Otto Schily, were not re-elec- 
ted. But the very symbol of the Greens, 
Petra Kelly, was swept from office in the 
party she helped found. 


hrough mistrust and controls the 

Greens have been able to threaten 
ideas for which the parly and the move- 
ment has stood for — solidarity, a feel- 
ing for people, tolerance and synıpathy 
for the underdog. 

Many Greens in the harsh Bonn at- 
mosphere have become weary, worn out 
and impatient. So Petra Kelly complain- 
ed at least. 

Marieluise Beck-Oberdorf and Otto 
Sechily have been caught ûp in this basic 
distrust of democracy. Green MPs sus- 
pected of fostering a personality cull 
and hob-nobbing with the media are 
out, 

For this reason the piırty applies the 
principle of leadership by turns, rotary 
leadership, which harms parliamentary 
continuily and the party's public stance, 
but what is that to the Greens? 

Their success in Baden-Wbrllemberg 
shows thut they can deul with their me- 
dia image without any trouble. 

Men huve been swept from the lea- 
dership hy processes to which they give 
Meir agreemenl. The matriarchy has 
knocked lhe “uovkere! from his pedes- 
tral" and it is unlikely thut the mèn will 
regain (heir former position. 

The mothers" ussumption of power is 
purt of the party programme, according 
to Antje Vollmer, one of the three new 
purty spokeswomen. 

At the Greens’ Buropean clection 
campaign conference in Karlsruhe she 
procluimed the iden Of u "Europe of 
mother countries." 

Rainer Nahrendorf 
qHandetsbliu, 5 April 19N41 


ruhe constituency with 47 per cent ofthe 
vote, 

Like the whole of the CDU in the re- 
cent election she lost votes, but she still 
held her constituency seal with 44.5 per 
cent of the vote. 

She is now the only newcomer to 
Spãith's cabinet as a nıeans of solving an 
embarrassing situation. Her cureer 
shows clearly that there are chances for 
women within the ranks of the CDU. 

In less than ten years she hus risen 
from new party member to being a mi- 
nister, although in the newly elected 
state parliament there are still only two 
women. 

They will have to butile against the 
view (hal (hey are statutory women in a 
men's world, just as Barbara Schafer 
will have (o do. 0 

The new minister was born in Borken 
ir, 1|934. Both her parents .were social 
workers. She is Catholic, a widow wi- 
thout children, 

In Lothar Spûth's cabinet she will 
have two primary tasks: to make the so- 
cial affairs aspects of Spath's program- 
me her own in family affairs polictes, 
and to see that women in Baden-Wûrt- 
temberg are not manipulated “back to 
the kitchen." Bert Hauser 

(Frankfurtér Allgemeine Zeitung 
Tûr Deutschland, 31 March 1984} 
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During lıis liberal but not particularly 
interesting leadership the Social Democ- 
rilts achieved what they had never belie- 
ved they would be able to achieve in 
Adenauer's time — the prestige of being 
Hi parly in government. 

Kiesinger's administration that in- 
cluded Brandt, Wehner 4nd Strauss, 
tackled economic problems and made 
the fîrsl moves to cooperation with the 
communist countries of the East Bloc. 

He retired to his home in Tübingen, to 
devote himself to his family, to reading 
and long walks alone. 

As a former chancellor he had an of- 
fice in Bonn. There he has been engaged 
in writing his memoirs, and he is quoted 
as having said that they “should not be 
boring." But there is no indication when 
the book will be completed. 

Hans Werner Kettenbach 
(Kûlner Sıudt-Anzeiger, 5 April 1984) 
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The man who led the Grand 
Coalition in Bonn 


grille to Brazil. In 1940 he was co-opted 
lo serve in lhe Foreign Office. Becuuse 
of this service he spent eighteen months 
After the war in a American prison. 

Kiesinger decided to join the Chris- 
tian Deınocratic Union in 1948 and he 
was mide pùrty aret manager in Wûrt- 
temberg-Hohenzollern. In the following 
year he was elecled to the Bonn Bundes- 
tag. 

His speaking talents (he was known as 
King Silver Tongue) cume to the [ore in 
the Bundestag debates in the 1950s that 
ended up bringing 
the Federal Repub- 
lic into the Wes- 
tern camp. His pro- 
wess in (he debules 
arguably cost him 
the jobs of president 
of the Bundestag, 
parliamentary purty 
leader and justice 
minister, ull of 
which he stood lor 
unsucveessfully. The- 
re is ù touch of iro- 
ny in the fact hut 
Kicsinger, it foreign 
affairs experl, be- 
cume Prine Minis- 
ter of Baden-Wirt- 
temberg. But in No- 
vember 1966, when 
the steam hid gone 
out of Chancellor 
Ludwie rhard's 
administration and ' .„ 
feuding hroke out ;* 
Among the parly 
leaders for i suCves- 
sor lo the Chancel 
lor, the CDU called 
Kievinger buck Io 
Bonn, lie was 
Chancellor of the 
Giritnel Cualition 


helween the CDU/ ExX-Chancellor Kurt Georg Klesinger, 80, and wife Marleiuise. 
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CSU and the SPD. 


New woman in Lothar Spãth’s 
Stuttgart Cabinet 


5 Fronlfurter Allgemeine ا‎ 


aies, i1 MTP abR , i 


for shê has had little expefience of go- 
vernment. 

She was not particularly ambitious for 
a post in Spãth's cabinet for herself. She 
would have been quite content if an €x- 
perienced female social affairs politician 
had been brought in from another stale, 
but she is confident that she will be able 
ta manage the job before her. 

In the five years she had been in the 
state parliament she has displayed intel- 
ligence and political flair. In parliament 
she concentraled on cultura] and social 
affairs. 

She came into the state parliamenl af- 
ter the unexpected death of Justice Mi- 
nister ‘Traugott Bender. He persuaded 
her in 1975 to join the CDU, and In 19830 
she was-able to defend easily her Kurls- 


Sp4th to include her in his udministra- 
tion after the 25 March elections. 

The only female companion Barbara 
Schafer had in the 68-strong stale par- 
liament in Stuttgart was Minister for 
Federal Affairs Annemarie Griesinger, 
hut she had said before the election that 
she wanted to resign partly for family 
reasons ind partly because of her age. 

Frau Griesinger held the post of Mi- 
nister for Labour, Health and Social Af- 
fuirs (that was lo be known in future as 
the Ministry for Family Affairs) from 
J972 to 1980. 

It will not be an easy job for her, Bar- 
bara Schafer said. From her office in 
Stuttganı she will head a Ministry of 300 
who are responsible for the efficient 
management of thousands of others who 
work in such different branches of af- 
fairs as the labour courts, employment 
departments or the state psychiatric cli- 
nics. 

As a teacher of Latin, French and his- 
ıory., her hesitation can be underatood, 
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trade with Western Europe in [974 n 
lead hits increased by leaps and bound, 
In 1982 trude with the Pacific COUR, 
exceeded trude with Europe by Sl3hy 

Japan in particular has emerged a; , 
mignel in Mtracling American Curiosiy, 
Whenever mention is mude of the fulun 
and the duwn ofthe high tech Age, Ame 
ricans see Japan as the only possi; 
competitor 

The Fur Liastern empire with ils Cog 
fucian sociut struclures has replaced 
Western Europe when it comes lo why 
will prevail lomorrow and the day afer 

I is no wonder that political inter 
has increased in keeping with the Ane. 
ricans’ economic fascination With Japa, 
especially ùs insular Japan forms a bu. 
rier between America and China. 

An increasing number of Ameria 
are clamouring for compensation in ile 
Far East for disappointments in Westen 
Europe. Why? Because when they hil 
of Europe they iire overcome wilh cul 
rul pessimism. 

Nothing new seems to be emeg 
from Europe. Americu's bridgehead u 
the Euro-Asian landmass creates 
impression of being û DUNE-OUt out 
rich in ideis bul poor in deeds. 

After centuries on the offensive iti 
now felt lo be solely on the defensive.h 
may be a marvellous continent fori 
holiday wilh ils cıtstles, museums anl 
opera houses, But it is only an Alles 
dnd no longer 1 Rome. 

Haas Wilhelm Vallee 
(Rheinnvher Merkur ‘CUhrlst und Wt 
û April Ii 


. Milner Gtadt iuciger 


the Grand Coalilion from !966 to 
%9, recently celebrated his eightieth 
birthday. 

Only a few yeitrs ago he he was volu- 
tle in his off-the-cufT comments uboul 
politics and the problems of the times. 

But in recent yeùrs he has rarely left 
his home in Tûbingen and has been un- 
silling to give interviews. 

When he was in office he was prone 

0 go off and think about matters in 
peace and quiet. 
Critics taking only a short-term View 
said he was only interested in “talking, 
wavel and being û Tigure-hend" rather 
han going deeply into politics, 

But this is only one side of an unusual 

pnonality, He has himself revealed the 
wher aspect of his nature: he is on re- 
ord as having sitid he wanted to be iû 
pe. 
Kiesinger was horn in Ebingen in 
Swabia. He lost his mother when very 
ung and wis raised in poverty ulong 
sih six step-brothers and sisters. 

He alended û Catholic school ind at 
look his Abitur and studied teaching, 
Milosophy and Hterature, 

Aknilwear manufucturer who pitlro- 
ted the gilted young man puidl for the 
plication of his first hook of poetry 
Te Pilgrimage to Cil, of which 100 
pies were printed. 
ln 1927 he decided 10 change his stu. 
5 joining (he law faculty ol Berlin 
University. In March 19433 he joined the 

ZÎ Party und is on recurd us havinê 
did that his Catholic friends “and E 
Bere of the opinion hit one had to in- 

developments." 
Afer the Reichskristillnacht pogrom 
mber 193% he wanted to cımi- 


Ki Georg Kicsinger, Chiıncellor in 


hy the play with warnings of Ameri 
turning its bitch un Europe und a 
Pacifîe visions nor hy denling in ww 
cepls of Buropeunisition llrtt re ai 
nol al strengthening the Europeun pil 

of the alliance ht il decoupling." 
He culls for a boost to topics thal 
on the conference table now. With if 
erences to the MBI'R talks in View 
and to the Geneva UN falks on an 
ternational ban on chemical weapomk# 
evidently uims to cull on the Ament 
Lo submil us soon as possible the ® 
proposuls they have suid they pln" 
make ıi both conferences but have 
to outline. ۳ 
Aut the Stockholm conference, helel 
specific talks on confidence-bl 
measures must now be held, wit 
West not being reluctant to dell’ 
force f, 


E 


renunciation of the use of 
claimed by Nato. ٣ 

Herr Genscher stresses Bons 0 
mination 1o continue and extend 
tions with Moscow, which he saj 
contain many unexplored opportu 

With this is mind he will be ot 
political consultations in the Soviet 
tal ir the second half of MaY. ۳ 
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Disinbuled in tha USA by MASE MAILINGS. bs ûy school teacher from Karlsruhe 

Bree ens Roge art | ined he cabinet of Lothar Spat, 

published ın cooperation wih Ihe total ibaret ugqi, Mister of Baden-Wiûrttemberg, 

hy are COND ri nplaroe of iha oiigoallet a. r for social affairs. 
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f Bea 1 

Dur, on as chairwoman ol the 
Omen’s Association ohliged 
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Uncle Sam feels less sure 
of Western Europe 


Westward migration is causing il 
population decline in states along the 
Eastern seabourd, whereas population is 
on the increase toward (he Rockies and 
the Pacific. 

On account of the westward orientil- 
tion many Americans ure suddenly com- 
ing to feel the Sun is rising in the West. 

California, larger than the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Denmark, Bene- 
lus and Switzerland combined, hus be- 
come the symbol of the two basic trends 
in historic development: westward 
orientation and westward migration. 

If California were independent it 
would rank eighth in the world in terıns 
of GNP. The 24 million Californians ac- 
count for a larger GNP than the billion 
Chinese. 

The emphasis is also changing in the 
United States by virtue of millions of 
immigrants from Latin America and the 
Far East. 2 

The Pacific coast is nowadays more 
often regarded as symbolising hope for 
the future than the Atlantic sedbourd, 
and observers have long looked beyond 
it to the countries of the Pacific basin, 

Trade with them first outsiripped 


Genscher calls for boost 
to East-West dialogue 


HLS CS rt Tamsavn 


oreign Minister Hans-Dictrich 

Genscher feels the current internul- 
tional situation, in spite of many prob- 
lems, is “ripe for fresh efforts to reach 
wide-ranging, long-term .understanding 
between West and East on constructive, 
stable and equal relations." 

He reaches this conclusion in a fun- 
damental article published in Bonn at 
the end of March. 

The political dialogue must, he writes, 
he used "to define territories of agree- 
ment between West and East.” In this 
çannection the dialogue on: disarma- 
ment and arms control must be intensi- 
fied and expanded. 

Diplomatic circles feel these com- 
ments reflect a desire to lend fresh impe- 
tus to the East-West dialogue, which has 
run aground. 


Herr Genscher would like to see the 


spring conference of Nato Foreign Mi- 
nisters in Washington on 29 and 30 May 
used to reaffirm overall alliance strat- 
eBY. e 

This he envisages being done on the 
basis of the 1967 Harmel Report and 
Nato's 1983 “Brussels signal" to reacti- 
vate relations with the East on a longer 
term. 

He presupposes the maintenance of 
Nato unity and the “firminess of the 
transatlantic relationship," noting that: 
“Europe and Arnerica complement and 
need each other. The more fîrmly based 
the European pillar is, the firmer and 
more capable of action the pact will be." 

Referring to recent comments by for- 
mer Secretary of State Kissinger and Mr 
Eagleburger of the Present State De- 
partment, he writeg:. : - 

“Common interests are served neither 


America and Western Europe were to 
end up al war in this way, the Atlantic 
alliance could hardly survive, or so high- 
ranking Reagan administration officials 
feel, 

. For years the United States is said to 
have toleraled European agricultural 
protectionism, but now the Europeans 
with their subsidised farm-gate prices 
are robbing American farmers, who are 
unable to compete with these prices, of 
their export markets. 

Why, For that matter, the constant cri- 
ticism of America's budget deficit and 
high interest rates? Neither are Felt to be 
solely to. blame for everything, as Euro- 
peans claim. 

After all, the GNP of the Ten is larger 
than that of the United States. 

In a word, a growing disappointment 
with Europe is gaining ground among 
American politicians and acadernics. 

This pessimism has particularly beset 
those who used to think as much in Eu- 
ropean terms as Churchill, Schuman, de 
Gasperi and Adenauer and played an 
active part in word and deed in the post- 
war utopia of a United States of Eur- 
ope. 

These elder Americans wanted lo be- 
queuth their younger fellow-country- 
men a political legacy and now feel that 
less is lefl of the will for political unity 
than they had assumed. 

Europe, they note with regret, is mar- 
ching backwards in the direction of re- 


„. nationalisation. 


American "Europeans" who once 
held high government office are in 
mourning at the demise of their hopes. 
Younger Americaırs are less sentimental. 

For them, Europe merely forms part 
of their system of coordinates of natio- 
nal self-interest and no longer makes 
their hearts beat faster. 

Europe still holds pride of place in 
this system and is likely to do so for the 
foreseeable future, but this state of al- 
fairs could change. 

A change seems predestined by the 
decline in authority of the Europe- 
oriented East coast Establishment. 

Jimmy Carter's Georgian Mafia and 
Ronald Reagan's California crew have 
already made the point. If Gary Hart 
were to become President he would be 
sure to bring with him to the White 
House a team of aides from Colorado. 

The Americans are gazing with greater 

fascination than ever at the US West, 
which they sense to have a future, or at 
least more of a future than New Eng- 
land and the European part of the Unit- 
ed States on the Atlantic seaboard. 


hen Amerivuns think of Europe 

they swing between praise and re- 
proof. European leaders are welcomed 
in the White House as statesmen whose 
resolution and strong nerves on missile 
deployment have helped Nato to win 
ıhe day. 

Soviet intimidation and threats are 
said to have rebounded off them and 
their countries. The Allaulic alliance is 
said lo be stronger, to stand firmer and 
to be more united than ever. 

Pride is said to be what is called for, 
not fainl-hearledness, despondency and 
pessimism. ر‎ 

Yet other comments can be heard-and 
read in between visits, Henry Kissinger's 
proposals for a reform of the North At- 
antic pact were little more than the tip 

of the proverbial iceberg. 

By virtue of his importance and pres- 
tige he drew attention lo trends in Ame- 
rican political and intellectual circles 
that have long been more widespread 
than may possibly be assumed in Lon- 
don, Paris and Bonn. 

De-Americanisation of the defence of 
Europe has already become # fairly firm 
concept İn political terminology. 

Somehow or other the Americans are 
dissatisfied with the entire course of 
events. The way the Europeans are be- 
having is increasingly getting on (heir 
nerves, : 

The Economist, London, has carica- 
tured this state of affairs accurately and 
with caustic humour. In American eyes 


the European is seen as a know-all with 
no marrow in his bones, weak at the 
knees and with cold feet. 

With his right eye he looks angrily at 
Rengan, while turning a blind left eye on 
Moscow. 

Months of heated debate in European 
political parties, parliaments, ' govern- 
ments and media on the deployment of 
Pershing 2 and cruise missiles have left 
traces of hurt among supporters of Nato 
in the United States. , 

In countless speeches and articles 
they found themselves mirrored as cow- 
boys with their fingers on the nuclear 
trigger, 

Washington is in no way consoled by 
ther fact that by the rules of parliamen- 
tary democracy Margaret Thutcher, 
François Mitterrand and Helmut Kohl, 
the three mainstays of Western solidari- 
ty and loyalty, still have long terms in 
office ahead of them. 

By the same rules of the game their 
respective Oppositions might one day 
take over, and Americans take a dim 
view of the praspect of a Labour go- 
vernment in London or an SPD go- 
vernment in Bonn. : 

The danger of a ‘transatlantic trade 
war has by no means been’ averted. If 


ج 


evidently referred to the possibility of 
setting up a land-based European anti- 
missile ietwork, . 

. But any such idea would come a 
cropper for lack of cash and on account 
of opposition from public opinion in 
Western Europe, 

What the Reagan administration 
clearly regards as a strategic perspective 
for the year 2000 has sounded the alarm 
for America's most faithful ally, the Fed- 
eral Republic, and «its otherwişe pro- 
Americar Hêfencg.Mifister. 
greement on the Star Wars con- 
' cêpt will intensify growjng transatlantic 

dpi gacrse™r™" Kurt: Kister.. 
` (Sûddeutsche Zaltung, 5 April 1984) 
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tomed clarity the risk of a fresh arrns 
race by both sides to attain strategic de- 
fenşive capacity. . a 

Caslı and resources would in this way 
be diverted into a sector he clearly 
didn’t feel needed expanding. He gin-' 
gerly recalled the risk of zones of un- 
equal security growing even more mark- 
ed within the alliance. 

If only the United States was able.to 
protect itself by means of a defensive 
system, the Europeans would, still run 


the remaining nuclear risk in the form of, +Disagê 


Soviet S5-20 missiles and a range;of tdi" 
tical Warsaw Pact weapons. 
Mr Weinberger's delegation in Cesme, 


mm DON. 


lı is no less alirming 1o learn that this 
mistrust was shared hy Presidenl Pon- 
pidou and Prime Minisler Heath ut i 
time when Willy Brandl was at the 
heighi of his power and internatianul 
repute. 

Both in Western Europe dnd in Nilo 
ds a whole. profound ùnd ınulual mis- 
trust thus still prevails. 

So what could be done with u Euro- 
pean union? Are we to ignore the cla- 
shes over milk, butter, wine and contri- 
hutions to the European Community 
aud to try and arrive al agreement on 
defence instead? 

Should any idea of collaboruting with 
an obstreperous Brilain be abandoned, 
especially as a Labour government 
would make Whitehall even more un- 
predictable? 

A Europe on this busis would forfvit 
from the outset any claim to importance 
or credibility in dealings with the East. 

The fact is that at present only France, 
whether governed by conservatives ar 
Socialists, is pursuing a clear ind unan1- 
biguous Westpolitik. 

Were power to change hands in Lon- 
don or Bonn, crisis would be sure to en- 
sue in the North Atlantic pact, certainly 
as mutters sland, 

lt would be made even more alarming 
by the fact that the Americans would 
have begun to pull out (an option {hat is 
always conceivable). 

So dreaıns of a greater Europe can for 
the time being only be dreamt in ıhe 
shade provided by u Nato umbrella in 
which Americu coninues to play the 
part il has ulways played. 

lt mùy at times have been more, und 
at times less to the liking of Americs's 
allies, but in the final analysis (hey re- 
miin dependent on the United States, 

Hans-lonchim Ninmuz 
(Frunkfurter Neue Presse, 11 Maceh VN4 
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Western Europe still depends on America 
as it did in Nato’s early days 


Europe were lo be reduced in any way. 
lt would need to be repluced by both 
a corresponding strengthening of Euro- 
pean conventional forces (and even thut 
is virlually inconceivable) and a merger 
of the British and French nuclear deter- 
rents. 

Otherwise Europe would be very 
much nearer Soviet hegemony, at least 
with regard to the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

European union would presuppose 
Britain and France relinquishing much 
of their national sovereignty, and both 
seem less amenable than ever to this 
idea. 

It must also be remembered that in 
two of the three leading Nato countries 
in Europe the relationship of the Oppo- 
sition to lhe North Allantic pact is nol 
entirely beyond doubt. 

There are powerful forces among 
Germany's Sociul Democrats who 
would, for instance, huve hampered 
Chancellor Schmidt in Fulfilling his 
Nato commitments. In Britain too Li- 
hour's pusition is umbiguous. 

In reading the second volume of Dr 
Kissinger's memoirs one is shocked 1o 
see how brutally frunk the astute former 
Secretary of State wits in sizing up Willy 
Brandl, Egon Bahr and Horst Ehmke. 

Their Minul foreign policy objectives, 
he wriles, are the reunification of Ger- 
many even if il means dccepling NEU- 
trnlily. 


Bonn seminar takes closer 
look at the East Bloc 


DIE @# WELT 
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forfeited by virtue of domestic develap- 
ments. 

Reviews of the situation in Polaud, 
Hungary, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and 
Bulgaria revealed diffuse differences, 
especially between countries in South- 
Eastern Europe, by virtue of various 
currents and forces. 

In Hungary and Bulgaria, and in Ru- 
mania too, strong and independent ni- 
tional forces have ‘been set 1o work. 
They may be regarded as factors for 
both erosion and evolution in Eastern 
Europe. 

The trend in Czechoslovakia is toward 
stagnation, with an enormous gap bet- 
ween the goverment and the people. 
Czechoslovakia is felt to be the Easl 
Bloc country truest to the Party line laid 
down by Moscow. 

Eastern Europe, most speakers ag- 
reed, has on balance become a politica! 
and economic burden on the Soviet 
Union. 

Professor Gumpel of Munich Univer- 
sily department of South-East European 
Studies dealt with the lack of interest in 
integration and the inefficiency of Com- 
econ. 

He said the Soviet Union under Mr 
Chernenko would prove keener on uni- 
formity, which would limit future lee- 
way. 

Karl-Hermurn Fink of an organisa- 

Contlnued on page 6 


TI political practice the Eust Blow is 
nol a homogeneous entity. Hungary is 
keen to establish ties of ils own with the 
European Communily. Rumanit reku- 
larly adopts û foreign policy line af its 
own. The Camecon summit is canstunlly 
postponed. 

The Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
which has close links with the ruling 
Chrislian Democrats in Bonn, has paid 
“special attention” to "partners in Eas- 
tern Europe." 

1t has held a seminar on the Warsaw 
Pact countries concluding with a remin- 
der of the need to arrive ut a useful and 
1ess superficial view of the countries of 
Eatern Europe. 

In three days of debate and talks on 
individual countries no special attention 
was paid to the Soviet Union. This was a 
deliberate policy decision. 

The organisers iulso planned to leave 
out (he GDR, arguing with the chairnian 
of the foundation, Bruno Heck, that 
people in the GDR still felt they formed 
part of one German nation. 

But the GDR regularly recurred in 
connection with the leeway (how much, 
if any) Eastern European countries were 
fell to have to pursue independent poli- 
cies. 

The decision to disregard the GDR 
may be said to have been a mistake in- 
asmuch as it ruled out the possibility of 
evaluating and going into greater depth 
on latest findings. ُ 

It was agreed early in the proceedings 
that the GDR had assumed the special 
status in foreign policy that Poland had 


European countries developed ù new 
self-confidence to varying degrees. 

Britain for instınce still saw itself ûs ù 
world power, while France under de 
Gaulle wis of no mind to he anything 
less. 

General de Giıulle demanded a (ri- 
partite directorate, consisting of Ame- 
rica, Britain and France, to run Nato as 
befitted his prestige and that of his 
country. 

America and Britain ruled this idea 
out, whereupon {please note the se- 
quence of events) the General withdrew, 
insulted, fronı Nato’s integrated military 
comıniand. 

He didn't resign France's Nato mem- 
bership, but he decided instead to pay 
more attention to the emerging. Mour- 
ishing EEC, which Britain had chosen 
nol to join because it felt it still hud a 
world role to play. 

When the British government reulised 
IL had mide ù mistake it was loo late, 
General de Gaulle was not going lo lut 
Britain join the Six. 

Throughout this period, but especiiully 
fler Brituin finally joined the EEC in 
1973, Europein consciousness gained in 
strength on iı nation-state basis, 

Conservative politiciuns in purlicular, 
such as Franz Josef Strauss, were CeXx- 
tremely keen on the idei of a European 
pillar off Nato, which wits it concept ori 
ginully framed hy President Kennedy. 

This Furopean pillar would be bound 
to huve centred on id Frunco-Ciermtin 
axis, but tbe Sociitl and Free Democrats 
who held power in Bonn proved unshik- 
shly pro-Atlantic in outlook, having en- 
dosed the firm tices with Americ advo- 
ened by the late Chancellor Adlenuter. 

Ihe idlen of û European Union was 
hound to he accompunied by proposals 
for sharing sovereignly to sone extent 
dnd for 4 military union. But until a few 
yeitrs ago Frunee showed little inlerest 
in such ideils 

A union of this kind could only work 
if its governing bodies were illowed to 
ilrrive al ınajorily decisions, which were 
strictly ruled out by the French. 

Britain today may have plunged the 
EEC into an abysmal state of affairs, hut 
it is only Fair to recall that it used lo be 
the French who sought to get their own 
way by means of the veto and empty 
chair policies. 

Oppasilian politicians taday muy be 
in favour of Europe going it alone to 
some extent, but conservatives are reluc- 
tant lo allow any slack in lies with Ame. 
rica. 

At present the Common Market's very 
survival is at stake, which makes Wes- 
tern Europe as dependent on America 
(of which it is by no means always en- 
amoured) ds it was in Nalto's early days. 

At this critical stage Dr Kissinger, the 
former US Secretary of Slate, has sug- 
gested that the Europeans might be pre- 
pared to strengthen their military com- 
mitments so America could reduce ils 
commitments in Europe. 

Helmut Schmidt has taken the idea up 
and, deeply sceptical though he may be 
tand he must surely know why), said it is 
not entirely out of the question. 

Jr Kissinger was not just passing the 
time of day; he is not without influence 
on the Reugan administration. But the 
Europeans must appreciate the risks 
they would run if the US presence in 


whole was still ostrcised on account of 
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hen Nato wus founded 35 yeurs 
ago, on 4 April 1949, Germany as 


ig misdeeds under Hitler. 

Qfficially the pact was timed in part 
„4 ensuring defence if mentber-cout- 
ries were again utttvked by lhe devastiut- 
«j, prostrate German Reich. 

Nowadays the very idea seems iùh- 
urd, and as early iûıs in 1947 Ernest Bev- 
, the British Foreign Secretary, wrole 
ıu the US government with a different 
ieain mind. 
Consideration must be given, he sug- 
(Cartoon: Wilter HanelKölner Sludt-Anepp sted, to rehabilitating and reincorpOo- 
culor's office says: “We only have ay. uing the Germans. This ould bes be 
thing to do with cassetles once all lue in the framework of it pact or al- 
fuses have blown itnd it criminal offer 
may have been commitied." 
Deulers ure lold they ùre respons 
for whut they lend tv the public, Tu 
public prosecutor says he can tell infke 
minutes whether ù [ilm ought to ber 
dexed. dd 
Dealers ought (0 be forced to loolt) The Berlin hloeck: 
the fîlnms themselves. They would bire ise to fears that after taking Over 
junk hem without further ado. Ik Soviet Zone of Germany (which Wits 
Deillers themselves, especiully M%Fa the process ol becoming the GDR}, 


with large stocks, say this attitude SF Moscoy would also try to take over 
tally unrealistic. “Do you know Ml Nest Berlin. 


many cassettes we slack?" one ak. E On anniversaries 4 more lenient View 
The blurh is usually so explicit, kêf often taken thin on other oceusions, 
told, hat he ought to realise inmedilefs one is bound lo concede hit Nilo 
ly whut he is buying. bsfora substantial period ensurecl the 
So the two sidles agree only to dilla f ty of its member-countries incl pre- 
The dealers do not dispute the needle pened the peice 
regulations to protect the young: 4 Apart from interludes in Greece itl, 
merely feel it is asking toe nuh ol f pefully, Turkey. Nato countries have 
lo expect hen lo be the wiatehdos. 1 
The only consuliation is that Ihe Ff: 
told it will be sheer coincidence if efe N Frankfurter 
ire ever caught dnd prosecuted. Las; eue Presse 
forcement spokesmen siy they hure fi 
ther the manpower nor the equipme* 
Carry out regular checks. 
Rudolf €irosskopl 
Mauntnenche Allgesneine, 31 Mant 


Soit was that Nato was basically aim- 
mal halting the tdviunce of the Soviet 
Uuion, which hid loug tiuken over 
land, Hungary anl Rumiınit ind sttg- 
Hacoup in Czechoslovakiu shortly bhe- 
fue the North Atlantic pacl was founel- 


ile wis bound to 


ten or become strongholds of freedons 
ad stability, 
Ofall the major alliunces in world his- 
, Nato alone hus heen planned ex- 
YAS a defence pact dnd hits prov- 
aged 16 and over may be screened "PTA€lice to be that alone, 
10 p.m. till 6 a.m. without further f fy, CYS it takes u consciaus felt of 
tion. Ory lo recall thal pûrt from Britain, 
Way up north, legislators have dil fy, WS Sitting pretty i1 the world's 
ent ideas. Some ure not very Pa Seed power, all other اا‎ ta 
Others are based on the view that RF Countries sought US protection. 
lations enforced in cinemas mig *fy,; ANBed from Norway, which the 
applied. 6 Mion was keen to neutralise, 
The cinemu arrangement is MAF ly Ttece, which had narrowly averted 


grammes screened until & p.m. MSF jyj O™Unist take-over, to Turkey, 
Similar reasons for seeking 


suitable for the under-1 2s. Until 1P yy 1 1 
they must be suitable for the under |j ™bership and US hacking. 

Until midnight they must be suitable dera] Serious domestic disputes the 
under-18s. Republic of Ciermuany became a 


This is what state assemblymen Wj, Ember of Nato in 19535. The deci- 
in mind 


in Lower Saxony ا‎ ter endorsed at the polls. 
Sehleswig-Holstein. The CDU OPP, 


1 lor Adenauer, who wus strong- 
tion in Hamburg has yet another ur of joining the Western ul- 
mind. ۳ 


jined an ahsolute majority in 
Hamburg’s Christian Dent fjj, 1. ESNeral election, ind the Oppo- 
would like to see commercial م‎ 


Ad tO reappraise ity policy. 
grammes fil to be seen by the yo" f 0g ã5 the Americans enjoyed a 
til 10 p.m. tno j POY. conventional defence 
There seem to be no plans to کس‎ aliatior 0 ا‎ Massive 
these differences. The states ma} } o1 [deterrent i4 sufficiently power- 
a common approach but in prati% Bt Soi Ui 
are paddling their own canoe5s- ۳ Uni e in cuughl ا ا‎ 
If protection ùf the young is i , and the Americans 


anything at all in the media, this 1% iar gg. €" CXPecled to lunch a nu- 
affairs must be remedied. e happene i defence of Europe what: 


walter O. Ûy 
{Reiniecher Merkur: CHa ene to the Tormulatign of the ex- 


Se Strategy. At the same time 
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Bonn video cassette dealers are less 
interested in the reasons put forward. 
They are convinced the wave would 
long since have ebbed had il not beet 
for the Press. 

The media are said to have given hor- 
ror cassettes such extensive cOVverugt 
that many people’s interest was stimulat- 
ed by newspaper reports. 

“We were on the point of mothballing 
old stock," says a spokesman for the 
trade. "But now we can" get hold of 
enough to meet the demand," 

Dealers are unhappy about being giv- 
en the blame. “We are cust ûs (he 
scapegoats, yet we merely hire OU whit 
people pay money for." 

Law enforcement ugencics concede 
that dealers are responsible for neither 
the films nor the boom. They are merely 
the lust, weak link in a chain, 

The agency hend admits (hull propil- 
ganda against blue movies und horror 
films is often more effective publicity 
lhan advertising for theın. 

Dealers ngree they would prefer 10 be 
tipped off in lime which films were like- 
ly to upset the authorities. They woull 
then not buy them, being anxious to 
avoid clashes with the luw, 

The authorities agree this is impossi- 
ble. A spokesman for the public prose- 


Wi MEDIA 


Keeping an eye on video 
porn and horror 


Lectures and seminars are held in col- 
laboration with experts to brief parents 
and teachers on why horror films are so 
dangerous. Bonn is one of the most ac- 
tive local authorities in Germany in this 
work. 

The round table talk held the follow- 
ing day is part of it. It was attended by 
social workers and cassette librarians, by 
the head of the agency that vets books, 
comics, magazines and cassettes for 
their suitability for the young, and by 
representatives of the police and other 
law enforcement agencies. 

These talks are held every six months 
with a view to persuading cassetle libra- 
ries to abide by the law and to giving the 
dealers that run them the impression 
that the authorities are nol simply 
against (hem but would like to cooperate 
with them, 

In his opening remarks a local autho- 
rity official refers to a responsibility shar- 
ed in spite of differing interests. But the 
debate is not as smooth as these dulcet 
tones. 

The problems of the horror boom are 
loo readily apparent even though 
everyone agrees that the films are a dis- 
grace. Lending library owners find them 
distasteful but are at a loss to reconcile 
good taste and commercial principles, 

Competition is fierce, dealers say. If 
they don"t stock horror movies, custo- 
mers will simply go somewhere else, As 
one dealer put it: "I would soonest stock 
only cassettes that are beyond reproach, 
but what benefit do I stand to derive if I 
no longer have any customers?” 

To hear dealers talk, you would think 
there was nothing Lhey were keener on 
than to ensure they stayed on the right 
side of the law and kept trash out of 
young people’s reach. 

An army of experts ure now looking 
into why young people (and adults} are 
so keetı on il. Views vary, even including 
the idea that young people may see 
watching a horror movie as a dare. 


Anomalous proposals on 
TV for the young 


a. 
0 0 


Ministry, the churches, the L#nder and 
Youth protection agencies. 

Proposed legislation to govern the 
new media varies on this point excepi 
when it comes to the public broadcast. 
ing corporations. . 

They are expected to continue to ap- 
ply the 9 p.m. ruling — even in Lêndar 
where they will be competing for view- 
ers with commercial TV programmes to 
which different regulations apply. 

In Baden-Württemberg, for instance, 
commercial radio and TV are only to be 
allowed to transmit material unsuitable 
for children and young people between 
II p.m. and 6 a.m, 

A code is also to be introduced to 
make it more difficult for juveniles to 
get to see unsuitable programmes. 

Yet programmes approved by the 
board of film censors for yaung people 


olicy on the arts, education and the 

media is the responsibility of the 
Lênder, not of the Bonn government. So 
it is hardly surprising that ideas on the 
new media differ. 

What does come as a surprise is that 
they differ on when programmes unsuit- 
able for the young are to be screened on 
commercial TV, ا‎ 

You might expect the draft legislation 
to adopt the uniform provisions govern- 
ing the.nationwide programmes put out 
by public broadcasting corporation. 
Well it doesn't! : 

In public broadcasting it has been 
agreed for decades that programmes 
must, be suitable for all the family until 9 
p.m., including the under-16s. 


Afler nine all channels may sçreen 
material unsuitable for children, but not 
material that iş judged dangerous for the 
young. د‎ 

۰ This arrangement applies to the two 
main nalionwide public channels, hav- 
ing been agreed by the. Bonn Interior 


fiannoonfiheAllpeneint 


he writer accompanied Herr Berens, 
u Bonn sociul worker, on his round 
of video cassette lending Hbraries in the 
north of the city to check that juveniles 
hive no iiecess to porn or horror movies. 

The first shop is run by u photo dealer 
who has stocked several dozen cuassettus 
for some time. For {hose who ask he has 
4 box uf blue movies in a back röom. 

He Joesn"t stock horror films. He re- 
fuses lo do so as a milter of principle 
und beciıuse lıe has children of his own. 
Bui he forfeits potential turnover, he 
silys. The demand is there, 

The second dealer has only just start- 
ed a casscite lending library. His aim, he 
explains, is to gain regular custom for 
his radio and TV shop. 

The display includes a number of cas- 
setles bearing nothing but the legend: 
“indexed films al the counter," Any cus- 
tomers so interested wil] then know they 
only’ have te ask for porn or horror, 

The third dealer has a larger library 
and stocks several hundred titles. A sur- 
prising number of cassettes are marked 
“indexed, meaning they aren't for sale 
or hire to under-18s. 

Displaying them in public is banned 
too, but the shop isn't open lo the gen- 
eral public. There is a sign al the door, 
although it is easily overlooked, stating: 
"No admittance for under-18s."" 

This ban causes constant trouble, the 
dealer says, especially when parents fail 
to see why they can't bring children with 
them into the shop. 

But he says he is adamant. He would, 
wouldn't he? He has been charged with 
a breach of the Youth Protection Act 
and the case is still pending. 

Herr Berens is fairly satisfied wilh the 
result of his round, although as a private 
individual he is at a loss to understand 
why horror films are made and why 
there is such a demand for them. 

As a social worker his job is merely to 
keep an eye on cassette lending libraries 
and make sure that porn and horror are 
not freely available to juveniles. 

One shop doesn’t stock them at all, 
another keeps them under the counter 
And the third doesn’t allow juveniles on 
the premises. 


In.theory all three abide by youth pro-. 


tection legislation. Whether they inva- 
riabiy do. so in. practice is another mat- 
ler. . ر‎ 1 

That is a problem Herr Berens can 
hardly tackle, any more than he can deal 
with the problem that juveniles can gain 
access lo indexed films via parents who 
hire them. 


His local authority department lacks 
both the time' and the staff to keep a 
constant check. He is happy to be able 
to keep an occaslonal eye on Bonn's 20 


cussette lending libraries alongside his 
ather work, : د‎ 


Horror movies are definitely the maın 


problem now, whereas blue movies were 
the problem until about 1980. “Blue 
movies are no trouble these days," hè 
says. 


Inspection is only part of his depart- 
ment's work to keep video clean where 
young people: are concerned. Informa- 
tion is equally important, 


thal it cun be financed by increused con- 
sumer taxes ruther than credit. 

To keep buck government spending 
government commilments must be re- 
duced, including family affairs policies. 

It is fiving on cloud nine to imagine 
that higher re-financing, which ırial 
calculations estimate would involve 
twelve billion marks, can be achieved 
without irereasing value added tax by at 
least one point. 

But that will only increase the ten- 
dency of earnings passing into the 
“black market labour economy". 

It would be counter-productive to 
aspire to high re-financing of the tax 
burden. Increased consumer taxes de- 
prive the treasury increasingly of a taxa- 
ble basis. 

After a careful consideration of the 
risks the Finance Minister should have 
the courage to accept a temporary irl- 
crease in credit. That would do tax 
policy a world of good. 

Hans D. Barbier 
(Sûddeuısche Zeitung, 29 March 1984) 
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Taxation changes go on to 
the bargaining stage 


Tux relief pops up in political oratory 
tind in hulf-hearted considerations of 
the budget position. The Finance Minis- 
ter's re-financing increase from 40 to 50 
per cent is too high, although Stolten- 
berg's arguments here are worthy of re- 
spect. 

The Minister fears that a further irt- 
crease in the net borrowing requirement 
will lead to higher interest rates, which 
will stifle investment, [n addition it will 
not bring about a change Irom more 
state and less private participation in the 
nationul product. 

This risk is not u pale phantom in the 
night, but Stoltenberg's strategy is risky. 
The stale’s share will not be smaller so 


Institute says 
a recovery 
is not certain 


Economic recession or boom is not a 
matter of destiny, the upturn cunmnol be 
turned on automatic pilot, so that we 
can sit back in peace. 

The second point is motive, It is the 
same us ever, No one is going to risk his 
own, or someone else's money if the 
venture does not pay more {hun the 
ight per cent {hl can be carned trom 
goverment bunds, ۰: 2 

Despite some successes there is here 
still much lo do. Every kindly promise 
that is not deserved goes in the wrong 
direction becuuse it tinkers with the in- 
terest rute system ind scures iNVCStOrS 
off instead of urging them on. 

Investment in new machinery will for 
a long time have lo be uffected bY i 
loan, und the rules are well above the 
rale paid on treasury bonds. 

That is the hurd truth hehind many 
developments today, economy mesures, 
tax reform, piy round negotiations Or 
family affairs policies. Ppter Gillies 


(Die Welt, 28 March 1984} 


fo, the Munich-based economic insti- 

tute, NOW suys it is nol sure if an up- 
turn is an the Way. 

Up till now, it has been convinced 
that recovery was itround the corner. 

Four hundred major compnnies have 
indicated that they do not expect any 
impressive improvement over the next 
few yeurs, so 4 swift decline in unenm- 
ployment cannot be expected. 


That mily or miy not be. But busi- 
nessmen are not going to do their name 
much good by adhering inllexibly to 
their Five-year pluns, They should titke 
into consideration short-term datil, 


It should not be forgotten tht simil! 
und medium-sized operulions ure lypicul 
of the West German industrinl lund- 
scape, nol huge Concerns. 


What is important is (hilt û firm exisls 
incl offers jobs, Until now it hus been in 
dispute if the economic upturn will 
come from huge concerns. We would be 
fur beller off if we had ten (housnnd bu- 
sinessmen prepared to jump in "und 
have u go.” 

But the changeable observations ol 
cvconomic recovery force certain facts 
down the throat. One thing is certain: 
the upturn when it comes will nol im- 
mediately create more jobs, if il does so 
at all. 


chambers of commerce and professional 
associations are not enough. Officially, 
{he activities of subsidy advisers ure re- 
garded with pain and with a smile. 


On the one hand some of the cash of- 
fered as a subsidy finds its way into the 
pocket of the subsidy adviser, but on hê 
other, the adviser does help get the cash 
into the hands of the right man, 


But it is not in the scheme of things to 
have the adviser paid for his advice with 
a commission of from 30 lo 50 per cent 
of the loan. Although adviser sharks of 
this order are not common among sub- 
sidy advisers. 

It is much more usual fof a more rea- 
sonable commission to be paid at the 
conclusion of negotiations for financial 
help. If the fine words Lhat politicians 
speak about making it easier to get a 
subsidy were to change from words 
to aciîon the new profession would be in 
for a difficult future. But that does not 
appear to be happening. A subsidy advi- 
ser has good days ahead. 


Rainer Nahrendorl' 
{Handelsblatt, 28 March 1984) 


An odd job to 
confound a 
television panel 


he number of jobs performed by 

self-employed people is becoming 
so varied that the panel on Robert 
Lembke’s television guessing game (si 
milar to What's my Line?) is finding it 
an ever greater challenge. 

Now we have the “subsidy adviser". 
If the paper work involving subsidies 
were simplified, the subsidy adviser 
would be out on his ear. 1 

As it is, the tougher the economic si- 
tuation gets, lhe better it is Tor him. 

Red tape has also given an opening 
for the “tax adviser". And this market 
grows with each programme introduced 
to promote business, 

How can a businessman say no 10 a 
loan when lhe competition has taken 
advantage of one? e 
` Ministerial leaflets and advice from 
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Low-paid workers will have to qı. 
to fifty per cent of their deduct 
health, pension and unemployr, 
benefit just us other workers do, 

At the moment they don't. Tei, 
hehind this is lo entDuriige emploşey) 
take on people who hive û low hay 
pay or suliıry so hit more people il; 
employed und less overtime worked 

Puy limits for the disabled are gı 
slindirdised. Pensioners who take qı 
retirement und iıre putid i pension «ill 
able lo augment their incomes ww! 
DM39U per month before endanger 
their pension. 


ax reform and improvements to the 
family tax burden have entered into 
he political bargaining phuse. 

Deuails of tariff trends, areas where 
glief will be given, tax-free allowances 
for childret and compensating higher 
ıaxes have until now only been taken to 
pe alternative proposiils, teclnical 
pipers produced prepûriıtary to political 
drcisi0ns. 

A few points ol inıpurlance cun be 
noted, however. 

The tax burden will remiin itl 35bn 
parks with five billion murks ermarked 
for the benefit of families with children. 

The hearing by employment orguigl The political powers thit be propose 
tions on the job promalion legislaiay,| w correct the lax system by the well- 
lo take place Irom 24 to 27 April, BÎ ıied methods of inereused tix-free al- 
West Germin Confederation of FÎ lowances and tinkering with the income 
ployers Assaciilionstold Norbert Hiri tat seale. 

January that it does not regard her} The whole plan wil be introduced in 
xution of labour legislation as bef two phases with almost ù half of the to- 
much of an aid for job creation. wl cost being raised by indirect taxation. 

The mesaures ire designed to sit: Finance Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg 
late employment possibilities bu j i under pressure lo guide discussions 
Confederution tukes lhe view tha} dong orderly paths and not to tear upart 
effect is in doubt because Iheredu ay silver linings on the horizon. His 
needed will act as a hindrance. main aim is lo re-establish the stale’s 

The rude unions fear that the eyr ARG not be diverted hy secondiıry 


sion of the temporary job conlraq [rj iderations. 
will undermine dismissal legislation] His TOS are worthy ol respect even cover the countryside with cables wi- 
legitimise the sacking of workers, | Te increased refinancing rate from rhout having to lind the cost for doing 
The unions ilso criticise the extené 90 r ent i have 0 e sa. Employers would like employees to 
of temporary staff measures and thet اد‎ und 1 e 0 litke earlier retirement with the stiıte foot- 
Ter of pid time off Tor overtime. Sonineing tnd pulitcilty ls hardly ig the bill. Those who talk tbout pro- 
a f eplable. gress in agriculture cun only think in 
This would hive no immediate eh Te coalition, but in purticukar the [ernıs of new subsidies, : 
on overtime but will probably ¥oth CDU, cuts iı clumsy and puor Figure in Citizens take the view and this should 
wiy hrough the syste one. Bis first utempt into tax reorm, The 
1SNddeutche Zeitung, 28 


u be neglected {bit the difference is 
pny has always enjoyed it Fair reputi- whether tax relief should be placed 
in in {aX mutters, even with citizens 


alongside the amounts sought hy gu- 
sho don'l support it. vernment departments or whether the 
This trust, an important factor in the government should gel its priorities in 
rowh cycle, has been gnawed uway order and then apportion whit is left 
Ker the past Tew months. over. 


Wi FINANCE 


Tiuxation uppears to have become the 
tail-end of budgetary and family affairs 
policies. 

Economie irgumenls for a re-structur- 
ing of the tax collection method and a 
reimbursement of inflationary taxes is 
hardly to be heard any more behind the 
public protestations about aid to fami- 
lies made by Heiner Geissler, Lothur 
Spûth, Alfred Dregger und even Franz 
Josef Strauss. 

At least they are now heard with the 
clarity and Forthrightness that is essen- 
tial as iı signal for economic growth, en- 
terprise and productivity. 

It goes without saying thal the Fi- 
niınce Minister has had to reconcile tax 
hurdens with the demands made by go- 
vernmental depurtments, These de- 
mands are many, 

Christian Schwarz-Schilling wants to 


Nordwestê Zeltun] 1 


the plan andl following the prineipls 
Ireedom of choice, choose what 5 
their own hest inlerests. 
Iu vicw of the conflict (hit sul 
waye negotiations in he melal and FÎ 
ing industries the fact thal this 
tion has been dgrecd should be ¥® 
ed. 
Luhour Minister Norbert BIIM 
welcome the inclusion in the lef 
of sunmtething like an uffer of pe 
the lwo sides in the wiıge negotialid® j 
Roth sides have got themselves] 
cul de sac on the question of sho® 
the working week. j ; 
The Bonn government has onl ¥ 
ahle lo refer to the curly retiremenl 
lation in this wage dispule, 
forward as ù simple way out. 
Chancellor Kohl's government” 
difficult povition if the introdue™ | 
the 35-hour wevk is to he taken 6F 
a shortening uf the working week. ۴ 
Bul the decision on this will 
made by either Bonn or the e 
(Upper House) but by the lwo *. 
the wage negotiations Lhemselve®. 
It is to be hoped that the basis 
carly retirement legislation ¥ 
something of an ice-breaker. 
aside some of the obstacles ا‎ 
meeting, long overdue, between 
sides in the wage negotiations. . 
If the early retirement meas 
be used lo reduce unemploy 
could also be used to considera " 
chological udvantage to briNE 
sides in the wage dispule closer ® 
other. Bodo Sihî 
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U vill lind the answers to these questions 
DIE WELT, Germany’s independent 
ily and economic diuily 
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W THE WORKFORCE 


Wide-ranging plan to cut unemployment 
and stamp out illegal labour 


firms of up lo 30 employees will be heljp- 
ed with Lohnfortzahlung, \he syslem 
under which firms pûy the first «ix 
weeks income when an employee is ill. 


Index linking for company pensions is 
also to be limited. 


An employer's liability to index pen- 
sions will be restricted to take-home 
pay. Average earnings in the company 
or a typical section of the workforce will 
be used as a yardstick for calculating 
this. 


Sacking fears 


Finally when a pensioner's entitle- 
ment exceeds 85 per cenl of his previous 
pay, index linking will not apply. 


An identity card is to be introduced 
for casuil labour on building sites in a 
bid to limit the iHegal employment of 
workers and moonlighting. 


Greater penalties are to be imposed 
for illegally employing non-Germiıns so 
that Germiuns or those of iussimiluled 
status will have a better chance of find- 
ing jobs. 


Subsidy scheme to encourage 
early retirement 


egislation encouraging people to re- 

lire early hus heen passed hy the 
Bundestag. U provides for subsidies to 
be paid when the worker ruliring is re- 
placed, 

The question tht nobody Knows the 
answer to is how nıuny people will ii 
cept the olfer. 

What is certain is that the legislation 
Will nol disadvantuge the job market. In 
this it is different from from the 35- 
hour-week proposal, which would run 
the risk of reducing the number of johs 
available. 

Even the Opposition has admitted 
that the early retirement scheme could 
provide 25,000 jobs. That is more posi- 
tive than the shorter working weck is li- 
kely to be. 

Early retirement legislation, applicu- 
ble until 1988, has the advantage that 
employers and employeescan both assess 


number of illegal foreign workers and 
moonlighling German workers 

® introducing stiffer penalties for em- 
ployers who employ illegal foreign lab- 
our 

® Increasing earnings limits for pen- 
sioners 

The legislation is aimed at reinforcing 
labour and social security rights. The 
ministry regards the draft legislation as 
part of a strategy to cut unemployment 
queues and help the economic situation 
overall. 

Il hopes that results will include in- 
creased investmenl and economic diver- 
sification and that it will be a step to- 
wards the introduction of early retire- 
ment. 

Temporary job contracts by indivi- 
duals with firms will be extended from 
six months to 1 year before obligation to 
hire comes into force with the aim of 
discouraging firms from using overtime 
as A stop-gap solution. 

Temporary staff channelled through 
employment agencies will be uble to 
work for the same firm for six months in 
a row instead of three for the same rean- 
SON. 

if the teımporury worker is being used 
as a stand in for a worker who is absent 
having a baby, the time would be exlen- 
ded to eight months, 

If overlime cannot be avoided, the 
worker would, under the proposals, be 
tequired to take time off within 12 
months under most circumstances, 

Job protection legislation would make 
İl easier and more attractive for thase in 
ا‎ employnıent to take on a part-lime 
job. 


Gradual comeback 


Doctors will be empowercd to issue 
certificates to those who have been ill 
for a long time or seriously ill that will 
certify that (hey can take on part-time 
jobs as a step lowards getting back into 
the labour market. ر‎ 


Workers who have spa medical treat- 
ment could elect either to pay ten deut- 
schemarks per day or relinquish a sixth 
of their holiday entitlement. 


Many changes are designed to ease 
the financial load of fîrms..For example, 


n 


since 1979 in points. on which Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union were 
agreed on security policy, 

The Soviet Union was more depen- 
dent than ever on its intervention capa- 
bility to maintain its hegemony, whercas 
its credibility had declined, : 


In debate there were warnings not lo 
overrate the Hungarian model, which 
had gone just about as far as it could 
economically, 

The Hungarian system could not be. 
adopted by other East Bloc countries 
because it was based on special circum- 
stances and on "mentality." , 

In spite of.historic references the con- 
clusions. reached were sparing. Policy- 
makers were advised .to take their time’ 
and content themselves with gradual 
progress.: . Johnny Erling 

: {Die Welt, 27 March 1984) 


Continued from page 5 


tion representing German companies 
thal do business with the East Blac sha- 
red Professor Gumpel’s ‘Viéw but felt 
that a continuation of the process of 
emanicpatlion was more .likely in the de. 
cade ahead. 


While Rumania was felt to be pur- 
suing an increasingly independent for- 
eign policy, Bernhard Tönqes of Munich 
said there were no signs of. a similar 
trend in Bulgaria. 


, There might be no medium-range Şo- 
viet missiles .stationed in Bulgaria, but 
that was entirely in keeping with, Soviet 
interests in the Mediterranean. , 


Heinrich Vogel of the Fedetal Insti- 


tute of Eastern European Studies, Colo- 


gne, said Moscow's difficulties in the’ 


missile: context were due to the change 


SiiadeutsèheZeifung ١ 


he Federal government has drawn 

up wide-ranging plans aimed at re- 
ducing Unenıployment and strengthen- 
ing social security. 

Four new laws ad 27 amendments 
have been planned. Some will apply 
only temporarily, unlil 1988. 

Already there has been criticisms 
from both the trade unions and the em- 
ployers over some of the proposals, 
Both are involved in the consultation 
process. 

Including in the plans, drawn up by 
Labour Minister Norbert Blüm, are: 
© Lengthening the time a firm can em- 
ploy lemporary workers 
@ Taking steps to have overtime com- 
pensated for time off rather than extra 
pay 
@ Making it eusier Cor fully employed 
people to take on part-time work 
@ Issuing identity cards to casual build- 
ing workers in an effort to reduce the 


Overtime limits 
upset unions, 
employers 


Nie the trade unions nor em- 
ployers are happy about Labour 
Minister Norbert Blûnt's proposal to li- 
mit overtime, 

Workers involved will have least 
cause to rejoice. It will cost themı money. 
They will have to take time off instead. 

Employers say the legislation will li- 
mit their flexibility. They don't like the 
12-month period — tl may be longer in 
some cases — during which the time off 
may be taken. : 

They regard the legislation as a fur- 
ther example of government dabbling in 
their affairs. ج‎ 

The unions, on the other hand, com- 
plain..that the steps are half hearted, 
They would rather have legislation dea- 
ling with working hours rather than this 
special law. 2 OE 

. Herr Blfim is not prepared to depart 
from 1938 labour legislation which lays 
dawn thal no more than 30 days a year 
may be worked over and aboye normal 
hours, 8 

This new legislation is unlikely lo cut 
unemployment for two reasons. The 
period, for time off .in lieu iş, at 12 


STUTTGARTER 
` ‘ZEITUNG: 


months, too long; and it is the company 
rather than the employee which makes 
the choice. about when lhe time’ off is 
taken. 2 8 ٤ 
,„ Despite what employers’ organiia- 
Lions say, Flexibility of industry and 
commerce will be increased so that va- 
riations in production can be catered for 
by adjustments in capacity. 

In purely economic terms, this is a 
plus, - 


(Stuttgarter Zeitung, 28 March 1984) 


GHH ATA GLANCE 


Printing presses of worldwide repute 


plant are employed all over the world for the printing of newspapers 
and telephone directories as well as high-quality coloured 
illustrations, periodicals and advertising material. Letterpress rotary 
machines are supplied to newspaper printing houses, and we b-fed 
gravure presses for paper formats up to 2400 mm are available 

for the printing of magazines of which millions of copies are sold. 
Electronics play a major role in rotary printing as well, shortening 
preparation times and minimizing paper waste. 

Printing presses from M.A.N.-Roland are renowned worldwide for 
thelr excellent quality and maximum reliability. 


OO ` Products and services for; 
2 e the basic and 
M:A:N producer-goods Industrles, ' 
e the energy seclor, 
EBE FEenrograa, TU 


e transporl and mechanical handling, 
QEMS KACHFELD HENRK e» communications engineering, 

e chemical and process engineering, 
e the construction industry, 
ethe processing industries, 


Gutehoftnungshûtte Aktienvereln 
D-4200 Oberhausen 
W. Germany 


GHH-GRUPPE 
Machinery ‘ Plants ° Systems 


MA.N.-Roland Druckmaschinen AG with its German production 
Centres at Offenbach and Augsburg is the printing-press supplier 
with the widest range of products on an international scale. 

The Offenbach works manufactures sheet-fed offset presses for 
sheet sizes Irom 520 x 720 to 1200 x 1600 mm, which are used 

mainly for the printing of pictorials, books, maps, labels, brochures, 
Posters and packing material. Short production times and a constant 
quality are the result of most advanced electronic equipment. 1 

"High tech" is also the attribute to be used for characterizing the 
Printing machines built at Augsburg. Web offset presses from this 


The GHH Group in the service 
of the world economy: 


® Series producilon to a 
high standard of design 
and construction; 

s high-quality 
specialist production; 

e system-based flexible 
Solutions to the problems 
of plant construction; 


backed up by intensive 
R&D efforts. 
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Max Grundig 
(Photo: J. H. Darchirs, 


helped to determined lhe speed andi 
rection of economic recovery, andl 
still showed signs of is ormer fighi 
spirit when limes had changed. 

But the sales offensive of days gw 
by his long given way, under presur 
Irom the Far Eusft, lo û loothrandl 
fight to retain shares of the market. 

Mux Grundig, it prototype uf the u 
made Gerınan industrialist, has ma 
hundecl over control of’ lis company) 
major corporitiun. 

The merger wusıt'l i Toregone cond! 
sion, though Grundig was undeni 
under pressure in 4 mirkel where 
petition is fierce and relentless. 

But lhe Failed to ensure the univ 
his firm iùs an independent curporaltt! 
tity, tnd that wilt surely sadden hima 
he takes his leave. 


(ier Mate 


the full-sized computer. Nixdorf š 
ropes lealing manufacturer ol 
terminals and leads the world in 
collection systems. 

It all begun with the laharator * 
impulse technology he set up in E 
1952 when he was iı 27-year-old st 
in his ninth semester of physics an 
siness studies. 

Nixdorf now his a world payê 
18,000. The company has wok f 
Paderborn, Berlin und Culugné. 
United States, Spain, Ireland and S# 
pore. 

It has nearly 30 foreign subsi™ 
that sell computer ecyuipmenl and 0 
how and do su wilh gre sUC™ 
America and Japan. 

It regularly invests about IU pe 
of turnover in research und 
menl. 

List year turnuver was up 1% per 
ta DM 2.7bn. The laryust ee 
sidiary is the Nixdorf Compuler 
based in the computer belt nedf 
Mass. 

The US subsidiary manufac. 
Boston and has over [1(N) sales ol ۴ 
Nurth America. Nixdorf also has. 
search unit in Silicon Valley, Cal™™ 

The corporation is the largest 
American computer manufucturê’ 
Uniled States. 


E 


Computer king Heinz Nixdorf 
stays firmly in control 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


sell goods fust and in bulk, quality pro- 
ducts ùt cut prices. 

Manufacturing goods in bulk was Ly- 
pical of the era, and us ù rookie indus- 
trialist he more than once backed to the 
hilt a winner that would have kıken his 
firm to the cleuner’s if il hadn't tured 
up Irumps. 

In the heudlong ruslı of post-war evu- 
nomic recovery he embirked on oue 
successful venture after another, steadily 
extending his product ringer und open- 
ing new factories, 

He even moved into Europein mir- 
kets. Grundig was both lhe unchilleng- 
ed market leader in West German enter- 
tainment electronics and a European 
leader. 

It was the success story ol a man who 
in those early years was fired by bound- 
less optimism and entrepreneurial skill. 
He certainly had the knack of getting the 
product to the customer. 

He was on fîirst-name terms with 
technology and arguably had an even 
more intimate relationship with design. 
He sensed what the public wanted. 

Tomarrow’s product, not today’s, is 
what has always fascinated Grundig. He 
was progressive without losing touch 
with what most people would be prepiı- 
red to buy. 

He combined market observation, 
knowledge of his produels and an in- 
stinctive awareness of trends thal more 
than once enabled hin, as an initial out- 
sider, to stay that vital step ahead of the 
competition. 

Other factors that made him the biy 
name he unquestionably is were intui- 
tion, improvisation, readiness 10 rin il 
risk and determination tn sec ian ideu 
through to its logical conclusion. 

He combines sensitivity where the 
product is concerned with severily when 
it comes lo himself or others. 

Grundig was i post-war pioneer who 


Heinz Nixdorf 


(Photo: dJpuı‏ د 
Wilhêlm Christians, co-chairman or‏ 
Deutsche Bank's board. .‏ 

The Nixdorf family have since bought 
back part of this 25-per-çent stake. 

Nixdorf .has gol where he is by con- 
centfating on decentralised use of com- 
puters, At a time when all the €eXPerts 
swore by king-sized central computers 
Nixdorf in the mid-1960s began manu- 
facturing small-scale units for smaller 
companies. 

Hê has steadily 'exlended his product 
range. it now extends from the micro to 


mW PEOPLE 


Max Grundig’s retirement 
marks end of an era 


electrical equipment to ù fully-Medged 
industrialist in his own right. 

He was a living example of what the 
forces of change cun accomplish after 
being freed from the shackles of econo- 
nıic controls. 

He made his first million with the 
Heinzelmann, an early post-war stroke 
of genius. It was a do-it-yourself radio 
kit marketed in 1946. 

The Heinzelmann was both a sign of 
the times and a challenge to them. 
Grundig didn't have the valves he need- 
ed to manufacture a complete radio. 

instead, he relied on the ingenuity of 
his cuslomers to rustle up the missing 
parts. 

Besides, he wasn't allowed to manu- 
facture and sell a complete radio, The 
system of rationing and economic con- 
trols ruled out this idea. 

So he sold instead a do-it-yourself 
“toy” kit with only a few paris missing. 
It could be bought “off rations," no 
coupons were needed, and it sold like 
hot cakes. 

This subterfuge was a forerunner of 
the transition, a year or two later, from 
economic controls to a free market eco- 
nomy. 

The change came in 1948 when Eco- 
nomic Affairs Minister Ludwig Erhard, 
who like Grundig came from Fûrth, 
scrapped controls and introduced ù new 
currency, lhe deutschemark. 

Max Grundig was among the fîrsl lo 
make use of the change, He sensed that 
the time had come to manufacture ind 


he German Htrtschatiswunder, or 
economic miracle, sired many new 
and successful compunics in the 1960s 
and 1970s, but few success stories cun 
compare with Heinz Nixdorf's. 

His name is regularly mentioned as 
the prototype of today's self-mude Ger- 
man entrepreneur. 

Nixdorf AG, his computer company, 
may long have gone public, but the in- 
fluence of the board chairman remains 
decisive in company policy, 

There will be no change in this stale 
of affairs when Nixdorf floats a nominal 
DM72m in new share capital in May or 
June. 

Paid-up capital will total DM360m, so 
the new issue Will amount to 20 per cent. 
They wîll be preference shares, but non- 
voting ones. 

Nixdorf says the company needs extra 
cash from outside to ensure even [aster 
growth and .bridge.the gap between it 
and US computer Firms. 

For years Nixdorf has already aver- 
aged annual growth rates of 20 per cent, 

' He first'set about seriously boosting 
the company's capital base in 1979 when 
Volkswagen were ‘considering buying 
into Nixdorf. ٠ 

VW eventually taok over Triumph- 
Adler, the office machinery firm, whiclr 
has cost them a packet and only now 
looks like coming out of the red. ‘ 

Plans lo take over. Nixdorf were 
abandoned when Heinz Nixdorf refused 
to part company with his majority shate- 
holding. Volkswagen were not prepar- 
ed lo buy without gaining decisive in- 
fluence on company policy. 

» Deutsche Bank stepped in and bought 
a 25-per-cent share as part of an in- 
crease in the company’s share capital. 
Terms were negotiated by Nixdorf and 


ow the Monopolies Conımission 
has given the go-ahead For Philips 
to increase ihcir stake in Grundig, the 
decision is final. The Grundig era is 

OYVET. 

Fram April the Dutch parent com- 
pany will assume full management re- 
sponsibility Tor Grundig in Fûrth, Bava- 
riu. Max Grundîg will no longer be in 
charge. 

He will rot move “upstairs” to the 
supervisory board of his company, as al 
one stage envisaged, He will merely re- 
main an didviser (o Grundig AG. 

It will be a wrench, The firnr was his 
life's work ind he ideııtified himself 
with it totally. 

He invuriably saw ıhe company's inter- 
est as lhe yardstick of his every decision, 
just as he applied a very personal yard- 
stick to the company and its staff. 

These strong personal links will have 
been a major reason why Grundig's last 
few years in business have not been his 
best. 

True, they have been a period in 
which the company was under serious 
pressure, Japanese competition, imagi- 
native and powerful, has hit all Euro- 
pean manufacturers of radio, TV and 
hifi equipment hard. 

The Grundig group offered tough re- 
sistance but competition from the Far 
Easl made its mark, 

Max Grundig made a last major bid 
to set up 4 European front against this 
competition, bul the cards were fio lon- 
ger in his favour und the bid failed. 

He then planned a merger wiıh 
Thomson-Brnıdt, the French stale- 
owned firm, but that wus an idea thal 
was on slıaky ground from the start, 

The take-over by Philips is a step in 
the European direction, although a far 
cry from what Grundig originally had in 
mind. 

Above all, the past few years in Fûrth 
have been a phasé of inner uncertainty 
while Grundig made unsuccessful al- 
tempts !o settle ihe succession issue. 

He tormented himself and his sur- 
roundings in the quest for a successor 
and seems mainly to have been on the 
lookout for a mirror image of himself. 

Besides, he clearly was slow to come 
to terms with the idea of handing over 
power of any kind. 

, His eventual quest for a strong pro- 
spective merger partner may arguably 
have been due to the realisation thal he 
had to Force himself into action. 

Meanwhile, one candidate after an- 
other for the succession camé and went, 
It was a period of errors and mistakes 
that only assumed a more settled look 
fia ndi came to terms with Phi. 

PS: . : 

Transfer of power to the Dutch com- 
Pany may make survival in troubled ti- 
mes likelier, but it marks the end of any 
idea of maintaining corporate indepên- 
dence uow the pilot has been dropped. 

Trobled times and his own human 
failings have ended in stripping a little 
of the lustre from Max Grundig’s life 
work. But it remains an impressive 
achievement. N 

He remains the living symbol of the 
industriul awakening that enabled the 
Federal Republic of Germany.to.emerge 

triumphant from wartime devastation 
and post-war hardship. 

His career was a copybook one: from 

a commercial trainee with a dealer in 


U : 8 . 
Ingeborg Drewitz... unhappy over 
vote, (Photo: Sven Simon) 
gram had to be disowned. He made no 
suggestion of' compromise and remain- 
ed firm until the end. From the old exe- 


cutive he had received only “vexation, 
sadness and shame", : 


And there was for a long ime no sign 
of a change of heart from the other side, 
Quite the contrary. 1 

Just before the congress Bernt Engel- 
mann along with the chairman of /G 
Druck und Papier (the trade union) Er- 
win Ferlemann gave an interview in 
which he spoke of “a conspiracy". The 
two suggested that there was a “seedy 
campaign” against Engelmann. 


Heinrich Böll, wha did not have a 
right to vote, nevertheless was a power- 
ful voice at the conference and put his 
finger on the point of difficulty, 

He suid that il all revolved round us- 
socialion wil officials in the East. He 
pointed out that sometimes one had ta 
make friendly gestures ltowurds then, 
but it was essential (ç admit it: 


He agreed that the lelegraın hud to be 
withdrawn. “That is the difference bel- 
ween ‘a' and ‘the, for after ill we are all 
writers,” he said. 


Choljewitz, who for a long time hid 
been a candidate for the chairmunship, 
evenlually broke the deadlock over the 
Poland issue. 


Because of her candidacy, Ingeborg 
Drewitz did not have anything to say. 
Only when the dispute reached a peak 
did she ask to be allowed to speak, a day 
before the election. 

She formulated a sentence that will be 
remembered for a long time. “Broken 
pieces can be put together, but the glass 
no longer has a ring to it," 

Mfichael Bengel 
{(KûOlner Stadt-Anzeiger, 2 April 1984) 


Order direct from us or Irom 
your regular bookseller. 


DAV-Verlagshaus 
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D-6100 Darmstadt 
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ceedings. Hans Peter Bleuel and Gert 
Paczecnsky are bath political opponents 
of Engelmann, Günter Grass then said: 
First we must make clear whal is to 


` happen with the Polich resolution. 


Choljewitz said that Dagmar Scherf of 
the Hesse association had a lot to an- 
swer for since she voted for Bleuel de- 
spite the fact that previously Hesse had 
always supported Ingeborg Drewilz, 

Erich Loest was elected deputy 
chairman so that at last a ‘‘story teller" 
was on the executive board. 

There was controversy from the be- 
ginning of the meeting. It opened with a 
discussion about solidarity with Poland, 
which proved later in the proceedings to 
be the last stone in the road towards En- 
gelmann's resignation. 

During his chairmanship, he first 
came in for criticism for his association 
with writers’ association officials from 
East Bloc countries, 

Then came his comments about Sper- 
ber and the Booksellers’ prize. And then 
Poland. 

After the dissolution of the Polish au- 
thors association, Engelmann, along 
with the PEN centre, appealed to Gene- 
ral Jaruzelski to allow the establishment 
of "a" writers association in Poland al- 
though it did nor necessarily mean a re- 
establishment of "the" old association. 

In this way the various sides had a go 
ıt one another in Saarbrücken. Grass, a 
main critic ofassociation policies in the 
past, left no doubt in any one's mind 
that solidarity with Polish colleagues 
was essential for the association. 

Otherwise, he said, the party's over. 


The following day Grass said the tele- 


Not everybody smlied, Engelmann (left) congratulates hls successor as chalrman of 
the Wrlters' Assoclation Hans Peter Bleuel, The meeting ended In turmoil Phoıo: dp) 
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Hostile meeting deepens 
rift in club ranks 


the Peuce Prize of the German Booksel- 
lers’ Association last yeaı. Left-wing 
writes don't like some of Sperber's poli- 
tical views. 

The criticism culminated in a {etter by 
50 writes, including many well-known 
names like Günter Grass, calling for En- 
gelmann to resign as chairman, 

At the Saarbrücken meeting, Grass 
and the Berlin group of Engelmann cri- 
tics won conference approval, by one 
vote, for a resolution combining de- 
mands for a reinstatement of the origi- 
nal Polish Writers' Association and a 
public admission that the German asso- 
ciation had “been misguided", 

This put paid to Bernt Engelmann. 
The way was clear to elect a new chair- 
mau. 

But this brought the association near 
to breaking point, Heinrich Vormweg 
from Cologne, who had originally cho- 
sen to stand for the executive under [n- 
gehorgy Drewitz, put forward his own 
candidature for deputy chairman as a 
counterweight within the association, 

But he withdrew becuuse he did not 
get the necessary nuniber of votes in the 
first round and was placed behind Gert 
van Piuczencky. 

The settlement of the Engelmann mat- 
ter finally let other ghosts into lhe pro- 
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he long-running row in the German 

Writers’ Association conlinues. A 
meting in Saarbrücken ended in tur- 
moil after a left-winger, Hans Poeler 
Bleuel, was elected chairman. 

Bleuel, who beat Ingeborg Drewitz by 
|9 votes to 18 with 11 iıbstentions in the 
second run-off, has close connections 
with the German Communist Party. 

Chairman of the Association in Hesse, 
Rter O. Chotjewitz, suid Bleuel was 
unacceptable as chairman. Drewitz said 
his election was “no happy solution", 

The dissension reached a new high 
lale last year when the seven members of 
ike national executive, incuding the 
practical use in, say, agriculture andr] airman, Bernt Engelmann, resigned 
dustry. following strong criticism over their atti- 

A number of firms inthe viciniyéf tudes. 
the Weizmann Institule {ry wih cf One of the main ohjections was a te- 
bicking to convert theory into pratit gram sent (o General Jaruzelski which, 
Biomedical research, carried out de objectors say, invited the Polish au- 
roughly 200 scientists in 12 rest] dorilies to set up what would be di mere 
units, is & speciitlity. Rehovot immur Î puppet body. 
ogisls. for instance, have successlh| Engelnıann was also criticised Tor eri- 
tested ur laburutory animals arifo} teising Manês Sperher's acceptance of’ 
vaccines thal will, it is claimed, oneds 
he cheaper and safer than convents! 
vaccines. 
HÛ may only be ù niıller of time bef) 
the Weizmann Institute comes up si 
dn all-purpose influenza vaccine. 
Israel Pecht outlined in Berlin 
example of immunological researek Hi 
has found out how cromoglicinic acid. 
well-knowu asthına remedy, works 
His work is not just a conlribuir} 
towartl bitsic research into allergis | 
may also lead to the development oft! 
ter dnd more easily usuble drugs to 
allergies. 
Selenlilîc contiets between lsratlz| 
the Federal Republic began years be) 
politicul ties were established, all 
where Isruel is concerned il is dilli 
tO draw a dividing line helwren hew 
Chaim Weizmann siti researeh *f 
the Jews’ most powerful weapon. rmany's artistic provinces, 
himself wus both iı leading Zionist Buteveryduy life iit matter. It 


well-known chemist ind ınicrobiol# nore typical] 8 eal : 
EE ! Consists of local sutharit 
In 1902 he alvocatecl a Jewish ff ly 0 


Sy atê AUC Fhe ale E Officials clinging unxiously to their 


he envisaged. He was nat only BY’ 1f he mo Rai Sed rE 
der of the reseurch centre in Rê thu CORN ved ire 


7 Were invested in supra-rezional 
that now bears hiv name but 4 of rig; EEE 
father and first heud of state of Ist rihe ا ا‎ ink ا‎ 

A later Israeli President, EF" Has CuSlOGI ih OEE 
Katzir, was alsa û revearch ا‎ a e U Knapp 
0 n 1 E : \Stddeutsche Zetung, U March 1984) 
sion-makers, industrial and poli 
Rehovot. 

These gatherings were never lt 
by more than 25 to 30 people bul 
mally they were a highly suê® 
means of coordinating science PO" 

Thal was a detail from the %, 
made in Berlin on behalf of Sha" 
Freier. He was unable to attend "E 
son, so Ekkehard Maurer read pa 
for him. 

Freier noted that the state of 
wus based on the Jewish tradi 
learning, research and know! 
part of the characteristics of thE 
people and “the source of their 
pride." 

It is a small country almost 
lacking.İin natural resources. a 
has certainly realised that scien 
cial if it is to survive. 


The Weizmann Institute has spel 
lists in many fields, Its research sti 
numbers uboul 1,000, including 400g. 
dents writing PhD and other theses, 
They work in five faculties (mathery 
tics, physics, chemistry, biophysics mw; 
biochemistry, and biology) subdisiit 
into 22 research deparlments. 
Mlany ipplied projects accompany: 
basic research. Israel, which meets ab: 
half of the institute's costs, sets ge) 


slore by putting research finding E 


Continued from page 10 
fom France and the GDR. Leading 
gts in the musical world continue to 
tehired from abroiıd. 

So subsidies alone are evidently nol 
. ough to ensure home-grown quality is 
ll as quantity. Training is ıo longer 
Kequute lo meet the demitnds of a wid- 
waris scene. 

Adrawhuck of the Federal system is 
Bi itis overlaxed by decisions ol na- 
onal or inlernationat importance. 

hGermuny the arliic suil iş su even- 
f fertilised und the culural under- 
Fowth so dense that only outstinding 
Fksonalities sStiind out. 

bingen's success in going it alone 
*Îh he Degiıs exhibition his proved in 
superb manner the creative putential 


Fë 


ا 


Rosemarit ص‎ 4 


ic 
tFrnkfurter Allgemf'" . gil 1 
fur Deutschland, 30 ®" f: 
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Mediocrity, a legacy of 
the Jewish exodus 


eh mediocrity of intellectual and 
Tie life in the Federal Repuh- 
lic is much-lamented. We are gradually 
tending to forget one of the reasons For it. 

It is the expulsion of (he Jews during 
the Third Reich, an intellectual commu- 
nity who made a major contribution lo- 
ward artistic life in Germany, 

Since their exodus wit and acumen, 
perceptive thought and delight in dis- 
cussion have been scarce commodities 
in Germany. 

“The expulsion of lhe Jews from 
German intellectual life marked a revo- 
cation of much of the Enlightenment," 
Friedrich Cramer, from Gattingen, said 
at the German ceremony to mark the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Weizmann Institute of Science. 

The institute, in Rehovot, Isrùel, is 
one of the world's foremost centres af 
scientific research, 

Cramer said he could imagine no fi- 
ner objective for academic life in Ger- 
many than lo regain this lost Enlighten- 
ment. 

He feels the exodus 50 years ago still 
accounts for the shoricomings of Ger- 
man research. Shorlage of [unds, for 
example, is not to blame. 

He recalled thut no fewer than 25 Na- 
bel prize-winners were forced to emi- 
grate from Niùzi Germany. The people 
Germany today lacked were to be found 
working as research scientists in places 
such us Oxford and Cumbridge, Prince- 
ton and Rehovot. 

The only Jewish scientist of world re- 
nown who iccepted Weizmiann's invilu- 
tion t0 start from scraleh in uncertain 
Palestine was Nobel chemistry liureate 
Fritz Haber, 

Haber had resigned voluntarily ins 
head of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute ol 


Suiradilgenaite. 


Physical Chemistry, but didn’t make it 
to Palestine. He died in Switzerland in 
1934. 

The anniversary ceremony was held in 
his honour at the Harnack-Haus in Dah- 
lem, Berlin, which used to belong to the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Society. : 

Haber had planned and opened the 
building, said Professor Reimar Lüst, 
head of the Max Planck Society, which 
took over from the Kaiser Wilhelm So- 
ciety after the war, 

On the first anniversary of Haber's 
death, at the beginning of 1935, the Kai- 
ser Wilhelm ‘Society held a memorial 
ceremony in Berlin. 

It was held very much to the displea- 
sure of the Nazis. The hall was full to 
overflowing. Gestapo agents mingled 
among the distinguished public. 

“It was the. last time intellectual inde- 
pendence was publicly demonstrated in 


, the Third Reich,” Cramer said. It was a 


risk to-run even as carly as in 1935. 


Now, 50 years later, the meeting of [s- 
raeli and German scientists in the same 


` halî symbolised their cooperation, espe- 


cially collaboration between the Weiz. 
mann Institute and the Max Planck So- 


. ciety, said Josef Cohn, Weizmann’s 


longstanding cloşest associate. 

.„ There was a wide range, of joint pro- 
Jects, a brisk exchange of scientists and 
students, and the annual symposiums to 


of the Ihree, is centrally-run as clearly as 
most other countries are. 

None has a lop-heavy arlistic bu- 
reuucracy that attracts artistic activilies 
lo ã single venue. Local and regional 
competition happily survives. 

Ldnder and local authorities in the 
Federal Republic of Germany currently 
subsidise over 350 theatres, 93 fully- 
fledged concert and theatre orcheslras 
and |2 chamber orchestras. 

Classical opera houses with full-scale 
companies are the privilege of a mere 
handful of cities in neighbouring coun- 
tries; in the Federal Republic there are 
dozens of them. 

The mesh is even closer in the repre- 
sentational arls. Any number of mu- 
seums, art galleries, associations and lo- 
cal authority bodies hold a variety of 
exhibitions Lhroughout the year and en- 
courage local artists. 

Then there are the dozens of literary 
award and bursaries for poets, play- 
wrighls and authors who produce even 
the feeblest of verbal outputs. 

It is not hard to work out that in per- 
centage terms there can hardly be a 
country to rival the Federal Republic for 
the number of its award-winning artists, 
thealre-goers, museum visitors and con- 
cert hall regulars. 

The arts in Germany undeniably live 


` off the fat of the land, and this is some- 
, thing the Germans can initially be proud 


of. 

Since the war they have nccomplished 
what deserves to be termed a miracle in 
the arts, a miracle that falls little short of 
the Wirtschaftswunder, or “economic 
miracle" of post-war recovery. 

The arts, after having been crushed 
under foot by the Nazi jackboot, were 
helþed back on to their feet by the free 
market principle of investment. 

Their institutions flourished. Rivalry 
between local authorities und regions 
helped to keep the pot boiling. The re- 
sult is an artistic menu of which others 


` are envious, 


So the martial aspect of the Germans, 
the aspec! that is hostile to the arts, 
seems to have been overcome. Germany 
appears to have returned to the fold of 
civilised natlons, 

Can lhe Germans now think of them- 
selves ance more as a nation of poets 
and philosophers? Is imaginution a 
power in the state or does creativity re- 
fer once and for all to economic affairs 
nowadays? 

The answer cannat be an unqualified 
affirmative. We can be gratified that the 
pParrt played in public life by the arts has 
increased enormously. 

A sound-barrier was exceeded recent- 
ly when more people were found to be 
visitiig museums than passing through 
Bundesliga soccer’ turnstiles in during 
the football season, ' 

The ratio.between producers and con- 
sumers of the arts seems to be balanced. 
The market is Flourishing. The invest- 
ment has been worthwhile. 

„ Byt what about. the arts and artists 
themselves? Have convenient subsidies 
erucially improved the quality of out- 


: put? Have they made to-flight perfor- 


mances possible? 


„Are subsidised Youngsters, capable of 


filling the gaps that occur among such a 


, „Wide range of artistic opportuhities? 


One wonders. : 
The three leading new miseums built 


' in the’ Federal Republic are the handi- 


work ofan Austrian,-a’ British and ‘an 
American'architect respectively. 
Documenta, the Kassel arté shûw, is 


- ! being organised’ by an non-derman 
Cultural patterns in Holland and: 


‘team for the third time. 
; Many highlights of the opfratic and 
theatrical season are staged by directors 


Continued on page 11 


Ri GERMAN CULTURE 
‘The payoff for 
promotion 
of the arts 


Mî than 210,U00 people visited 
the Tübingen exhibition of Degas 
drawings within |Û weeks. 

That is three times the population of 
Tübingen, a small university town in 
Wirttemberg. They all walked round the 
five small rooms of the exhibition. 

Nearly 80,000 copies of the heavy- 
weight calalogue were sold: entire van- 
loads in the course of a single day. 

When it was all over Götz Adriani of 
the Kunsthalle, who run the exhibition 
singlehandedly, was able to hand over to 
ihe cily a clear DM lm in profits. 

Tahingen may be an exception, but it 
does demonstrate in a most striking 
manner the opportunities presented by 
ihe federal system of arts promotion in 
West Germany. 

Nowhere in the world are the arts 
promoled, subsidised and housed so 
lavishly and luxuriously as in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

Think of the enormous number of 
new theatres and concert halls built 
since the war. They have all played a 
major part in the process of reconstruc- 
tion and enabled Germany to regain a 
cultural identity. ° ۶ 

Construction work has since veered in 
the direction of museums, with new 
buildings going up in cities all over th 
country since the mid-1970s, م‎ 

Ludwigshafen, Hanover, Mönchen- 
gladbach and Bremen haye allowed 
themselves the luxury of ambitious new 
museum projects to house 20th century 
arl. 

Munich has put up an enormous 
complex to house 19th century art. 

Last year Bottrop, Bochum, Mann- 
lıeim and Essen stole each other's show 
by opening new museums simultaneous- 
ly. while the British were green with 
envy over the Neue Staatsgalerie in 
Sluttgarl. 

Designed by British archilect James 
Stirling, it alone cost roughly the equiva- 
lent of the Arts Council's entire annual 
budget. 

A glance at the other Germany is all 
that is needed to compare and assess 
this well-nigh hectic activity in the arts. 

The Neues Gewandhaus in Leipzig, 


built in 1981, was the first new concert 


hall ever built in the GDR, while the 
annex to the Schilier-Haus in Welmar 
will be the GDR's first hew museum. 

Comparison with other Countries re- 
veals a similar picture. Iri France, where 
the arts budget waš recently’ doubled, 
prestige projects in Paris continue to ac- 
count for the lion's share of subsidies, 

Paris shines more brightly than ever, 
while the provinces, no matter what in- 
itiative they may seize, pale in compari- 
son. 

It is much the same story in Britain, 
where London remains ong of the bu- 
siesl arts centres in the world. The 
sparkle of a handfyl ofregional arts fest- 
ivals where slats appear soon subsides 
once the Festival season is over, 


Confusingly rich and alive as artistic 


life in New York may appear to be from 
the distance of Europe, it is in reality ex- 
tremely straightforward and limited in 
extent. E 


Switzerland most readily bear compari- 
son with the situation in Germany, and 
the reason is cleat, Neither, indeed none 


en j eee ODODE. 
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You can have a smashing time on pllls. 
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The whole health service is ill. It 
would be better and cheaper if those 
who put the costs up were more econo- 
mic and did nol look upon patients as a 
bonanza. 

To claim that patients alone are re- 
sponsible for the ntiserable situation, as 
the coatition has orice tried to is wrong. 

Wolfgang Mauersberg 


I Hannaveraclıe Allgemeine, 29 March 194) 
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Too miuny ductors 
ignore the fact thal 
many illnesses have 
their origins in per- 
sonalcircumstances, f 
that the most moa- 
dern equipment can 
do little about. If 
paris of the body 
can be evaluated in 
marks and pfennigs 
then the teeth are 


very important. 
Dental treatment 
costs the health in- 
surance system „ 


DMI3 billion, just 
four billion marks 
less than treatment 
by doctors, West 
Germuns are the j 
world's top for gold f 
teeth. Nevertheless 
there is no money in 
the till to prevent 
dental illnesses 
among children in 
kindergartens or al 
school. For years it 
has been the hospi- 
tals (hat gulp down 
the most money. 
Beds are provided 
hut the cost for per- 
sonnel und equipment and apparatus 
does nothing but rise. 

There is not enough money for urgent 
new acquisitions and patients complain 
that there is not enough personnel, But 
no one urges hospitals to be more eco- 
nomic. 

Health insurance systems have to go 
along with whutever hospital adminis- 
trations, senior physicians or politicians 
demand. 


Rocketing cost of keeping 
a nation on its feet 


The profusion of phurmaceuticuls avai- 
lable means that doctors cannot possibly 
keep pace with knowledge of their effec- 
tiveness and price. 

North Rhine-Westphalia Lubour Mi- 
nisler Friedhelm Farthmann who made 
public statistics about the pharmanceuti- 
culs industry, has beer severely up- 
braided by ınanufuclurers und doctors 
ulike. No matter how the statistics are 
assessed it seems a little doubtful that 
children belween birth and the age of 
five are prescribed tranquilizers 1 84,000 
times a year. Even babies are sedated. 
Prescribing dangerous pharmaceuticals 
for school children is no longer excep- 
tional. 

Certainly nol only doctors are at fault, 
Many patients believe that grabbing for 
the tablet bottle is a sensible und non- 
risk way of solving every problem in life. 

Doctors make it loo easy not facing 
up to life! if one doctor does not pres- 
ceribe the medicine ¢ putient wanls an- 
other dactor will do su. 

A seclion of the medical profession 
maintains that the dismaying factor is 
thal they cannot fight aguinst this trend 
ullhough they themselves do not think it 
right. 

Doctors hnve ugreed u limitation on 
their fees, bul the costs continue to rise. 
They have upped the number of limes 
they see patients und increused luhoru- 
tory tests, Progress in heullh policy uf- 
fairs remains moderate. 


Doctors accused of being to0 
free with prescriptions 


NERE 


datives were being prescibed for chil- 
dren. With infants suffering from severe 
health difficulties psycho-pharmaceuti- 
cals has lo be prescribed, because if 
these illnesses are not treated they could 
lead to death. 


Bourmer said that is, according to 
Farthmann out of 8.1 million children 
950,000 took psycho-pharmaceuticals 
\his threw a characteristic light on the 
present pressure on children and its 
consequent results. 


Karsten Vilmar, president of the West 
German Doctors Chamber ascribed the 
situation to faulty educational policies 
over the past few years and the pressure 
to get the best possible results at school. 


It would be idiotic for patients, he 
said, not to take prescribed medicaments 
because of panic over what someone 
had said. 


The SPD parliamentary parly sees the 
health services as the next (or economy 
measures. SPD social affairs experts 
said at a meeting of the committee for 
concerted action in medical matters that 
health insurance contributions had in- 
creased on average and he crilicised the 
pharmaceuticals industry for introdu- 
cing price increases withoul due consi- 
deration of their effects. 

INùrnberger Nachrichten, 28 March 19%3} 


oclors and phurmavceuliculs nitntl- 

facturers huve answered with harsh 
words criticisms by North Rhine-West- 
phulia Health Minister Friedhelm 
Farthmann (SPD) against doctors' 
prescribing practices. 

The West German Association of the 
Pharmaceuticals Industry (BPI) descri- 
bed the accusations as “generally danger- 
ous" and warned patient not to take (o 
heart the minisler’s admonitions. 

Horst Bourmer, president of lhe 
Hartmann Association, (he West Ger» 
man medical association, said the SPD 
politician had come up with "home- 
made interpretations.” 

Farthmann spoke of the "risky pres- 
cribing practices" of many doctors, re- 
ferring to secret statistics prepared by 
the BPI. 

According to these statistics children 
were given sleeping medicaments and 
sedatives millions of times and thal 
pregnant women were given controver- 
sial or dangerous medicines. 

Answering (hese specific complaints 
the BPI said that during pregnancy as 
few medicines as possible should be ta- 
ken. 

But there were some life or death ex- 
ceptions, facts that obviously the Min- 
ister did not know. 

Bourmer siressed that about six per 
cent of all mother-to-be needed hormo- 
ne preparations and sedatives in order 
to prevent them aborting. 

The BP! scored a point in dealing 
with the Farthmann accusation lhat se- 


\ 


Friedhelm Farthmann ... caused a stir, 
(Photo: Werek) 
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fannoverfthe Allgemeine 


very tenth deutschemark eitrned in 
the Federal Republi gots into 
keeping the health system running. Le- 
ply established health insurance 
shemes pay out 10U billion marks 4 


f. 

Both employers and employees con- 
ribute to these costs. The result is that 
ùe consumer is deprived of purchasing 
and the employer becomes less 
ely to hire and to invest. 

The constantly rising cost cuuses ù 
wstant squabble among insurance 
ampanies, doctors, dentists and hospi- 
ub. Who should cut costs first? 

But (hey all have i scapegoat: the 
inp industry. Every year the parties to 
ullective bargaining, who discuss the 
HC, try and reach u solution. But little 


This is û changing energy marktit 
which Germuny cinnat he too quikb 
get iı look-in. 


High cosls are no longer a measure of 
tk quality of West Germun health ser- 
There can be no denying that gr fis, but they do indicate thilt eXCesses 
ernment subsidies will he needed tobe fucurin all sectors of the services. 
gin with, but two serious political coi IUeannot be hethy thut the nunber 
deralions must be Liken into account ا‎ taken goes on increasing. The 
One is the long-term supply postin tof pills, drops, Creiıms and injections 
hearing in mind militury requirenmt! pi astronomical Pioporions. 
The other is the development of ener ا‎ day mew BE Tualons 
technology, for which there will bif™ "1 e market with (he same subs- 


txts as others but in more costly com- 
Continued on page 13 ations. 


New medicines enjoy i“ rarity value. 
industry sells the same pharmitceut- 
ab ahroad much more cheaply than 
jîy are sold on the domestic market. 
حت‎ 
Continued from page 12 
Wdwide deman once coal deposits 
ûr exhaustion. 
account lor 30 per cent olf 
many's CNP (us against nly (5 per 
flin Japan, for instance), so (he Feder- 
lic can't afford to forgo new 
ONOgY ON u large scitle in energy. 
۱ has ever bought anything 
“hl from the drawing-hourd. Polen- 
4 “stomers all over the world rightly 
1 Suppliers to use their own tech- 
Es 
herwise they can wuve goodbye to 
` Markets — and to prosperity. 
Hans Baumann 
(Die Welt, 30 March 1984) 


rates (postage includad). 


Şix monihs 
Twelve months 


The energy imbalance 
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® Politiciins have 
joined forces with 
industry in agreeing, 
after the success of 
a pilot plunt at Bot- 
trop in the Ruhr, to 
build a large-scale 
coal liquefaction [a- 
cility,. HM will pro- 


duce not only raw ln units 
materials for 1he re 9 
chemical industry of lons 

but also fuel. of coal 

@ The thorium 


high-temperature 
reactor in Schme- 
hausen has gone cri- 
tical, and its bigger 
brother is ulready in 
existence, if only on 
the druwing-bourd. 
At Big Brother's 
operating temperii- 
tures both hard and sofl coil can be pa- 
sified and (hen converted into liquid 
form, thercby eusing pressure on buth 
varieties of coal. 

Schmehausen Mk 2 is envisaged us 
being ideally located midway between 
the Rhine and the Ruhr. 

By the late-l|990s, but no earlier, (he 
two kinds of coal could start lo meet 
part of the demand for motor fuels, of 
which consumption totalled 37 million 
tons last yeur, including 14 million tons 
of diesel oil. 


Politics at first hand 


Detalled and objective Information is what you need il you are 
to hold your own on politics and world affairs: facts on which 
to base your own political vlewpolnt. 

Aussenpoltik, \he quarterly foreign affairs review, gives you 
facts at first hand for an annual DM5O plus p&p. 

Write today for a sample copy of the English editlon. at no obli- 
gatlon, to the publishers, INTERPRESS GmbH, Holsteini- 
gscher Kamp 14, D-2000 Hamburg 76, Federal Republic of 
Germany. Tel, (040) 229 06 08. 


Garman 
Foreign Affairs 
Review 


Editorial 

advisory board: 
Hans Apel 

Heinrich Bechtoldt 
Herbert von Borch 
Kurt Georg Kiesinger 
Alols Mertes 

Klaus Alitter 

Walter Scheel, 
Helmut Schmidt 
Richard von Welzsicker 
Gerhard Wettig 


industry. It would arguably be better to 
use chemically than to fire power sta- 
tions with it. 

If policy is to be realigned, it will be a 
long-term process, with energy invest- 
ment for the turn of the century and 
beyond. 

There are several reasons why it might 
be realigned: 

@ The Federal Republic of Germany 
imports over half its primary energy. 

® Uranium can be stockpiled for so 
long that it may reasonably be regarded 
as domestic energy, and it can certainly 
be used for no other peaceful purpose 
than generating electric power, 

@ The gradual abandonment of heavy 
heating oil and, to a lesser extent, of 
light heating oil is steadily creating a 
market opening for alternatives. 


Environmental Issues 


They include coal, increasingly via 
electric power, gas and piped heating. 
@ These sources of energy for the heat- 
ing market of the future are in keeping 
with bids to ensure environmental pro- 
tection 
© There will be no substitute for oil in 
transport and the non-energy sector, i. e. 
as a chemical raw material, in the next 
50 years. 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the dala arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in these new reference 

works. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidhy, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderstorms. 


These figures compiled over the years dre invaluable both for planning journeys 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


Basic facts and Figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables, The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transport. 


The guides are handy in size and [lexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
commerce, industry and the travel trade, 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South America. 172 PP., DM 22.80: 
Asla/ Australia, 240 pp., DM 24.80; 
Africa, 130 pp., DM 19.80; 

Europe/ USSR, 240 pp., DM 24.80 


‘Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 
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Coal and its role in an era of new 
technologies and markets 


``` DIE @®WELT 


ension has been eased in the energy 

market, with Opec having its guns 
spiked, at least to some extenl, in more 
ways than one. 

They have included energy saving, the 
use of alternative resources, the damper 
imposed by lhe recession, and the use of 
new technologies, especially atomic 
enerBy. 

One result has been that the debate on 
an energy policy realignment has come 
to a head again. 

It is not enough for politicians, ex- 
perts and a wider public to reconsider 
whether public money is still being in- 
vested in the right sectors. 

Critics are now wondering whether 
sensible use is being made of one of the 
cheapest domestic sources of energy, lig- 
nite or brown coal. 

In the years ahead new nuclear power 
stations will go on-line and help to re- 
duce still further the shortfall in basic 
energy requirements. 

Electric power consumption is now 
expected to increase at a lower rate, 
about 2.5 per cent per annum, sO it 
might be better to build more nuclear 
power stations. 

Why? Because brown coal is too val- 
unable as a raw material for the chemical 


eg n. 
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Nena at the top 
of the pops 


WI renown is a mouthful. No 
country can truly claim lo have 
produced more than a few people of inı- 
ternational repute. 

Take the silver screen. Only Ameri- 
cans really seem to deserve international 
acclaim in the motion picture industry, 
as the Oscar awards regularly demon- 
strate. 

Few non-Americans are good enough 
actors to get a look-in al the coveted 
awards, and German fîlm stars with an 
international reputation can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand. 

They amount to Marlene Dietrich, in 
the senior league, and Nastassja Kinski 
in the junior ranks, and then a virtual 
blank. 

The situation is even more depressing 
in pop music, where Anglo-American 
rack stars join forces to roll'em in the 
aisles. 

Or rather, they would roll all before 
them were it not for pert liitle Nena 
from Germany who has soured to top of 
the pops in Britain and No. 3 in the Sta- 
tes with Ninely-Nine Red Bulloans. 

The Friuleinwunder is hack in inter- 
national headlines for the first time 
since the heyday of Elke Sommer and 
the Kessler twins. 

We seem sure to see an English ver- 
sion of her film Gib Gas — tch will 
Spass before long, und the very idea of 
German pop sturs such as Roy Black 
and Drafî Deutscher going {ranusalantic 
is overpowering, lo suy lhe least, 


{Deutsches Allgemeines Sonnlnysblt, 
25 March 194) 


(Phelu: Sven Simin 
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| How little Miss Kerner from Hagen rose 
to stardom on 99 red balloons 


course, merely have been coy in owning 
up to being just average. 


But it is a fact that accounts for a suc- 
cess story carefully engineered by her 
manager, Jim Rakete. 


She is bright and pleasant and opli- 
mistic. She is just right in an officially 
proclaimed era of intellectual and moral 
renewal. 


Michael Hirz 
(Kûlner Stadt-Anzeiger, 28 March 1984) 


So it is hardly surprising she is the 
darling of the mediu, iınd it goes without 
saying that pop magazines have idolised 
her for over a year. 

She is also good for a cover story in 
other, more highly-rated magazines: 
Nena, ù high school dropout and ex- 
goldsmith from Hugen, Westphalia. 

She unwittingly hit the nail on the 
head recently when she said: “I'm not 
really all that important." She may, of 


Nena on flight path 


Break dancing, greatest boost 
to culture since something 


then wenl to work using the video at 
home. 

Dance scenes from music program- 
mes on TV were recorded and played in 
slow motion time and again while the 
kids learnt it off by heart. 

They spend two or three hours a day 
practising at home when their parents 
are out, he says, and that’s how most get 
going. 

Few ever graduate to the professional 
level, although the odd ane carns a mark 
or two performing in the discos. The 
amateurs, mainly 1|2- to 6-year-old 
schooikids, obviously enjoy it. 

But they haven't the money they need 
to kit up professionally, The fashionable 
leather jacket the bona fide break dan- 
cer is expected to wear is more than they 
cau afford. 

Guido says loose-fitting gear is whal 


„, You need to create a cool impression, 


But only the white gloves are an abso- 


, ute must. 


The kids are happy if passers-by chip 
in say 25 marks in small change. What 
matters is to be at the centre of the stage, 
admired and laoked on at with amaze- 
ment. 

Girls just look on and next to ncver 
join in but Guido says they are crazy 
about good dancers, Jt won't last for 
ever, though. 

Jt will be all over once any idiot can 
do it, he says. “I'd give break dancing 
another three months,” dpa 


(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
für Deutschland, 13 March 1984) 


elegunt way of falling sideways and 
turning on the ground. 

There are unmistakable loans from 
mime, such as feeling one's way along 
an invisible pane of glass and pulling an 
invisible pole. 

But break dance has long ceased to be 
the black sub-culture il was years ago. 
Only occasionally does one slill sense 
some of the original spirit. 


It is when new stars sing the rap and 
dance their numbers after gradualing 
straight from the Bronx to the discos 
and music halls. 

Break dance stars such as Grandmas- 
ter Flash, Whodini and the Rocksleady 
Crew are cases in the point.. The. last 


named in parlicular made break dance 


famous in Europe last summer. 

In Flashdance, the box-office success, 
they danced so impressively to Herbie 
Hancock's Rockit (hat imitators from 


London to Berlin immediately set aboul. 


their work. 
In Germany expense and organisation 


went İnto the proceedings. A youih mag- . 


azine ran a competition. A new LP was 
issued as music to train to. A new film 
entitled APreakdance Sensation $4 has 
just been networked. 

Break dance schaols have been set up, 
and fashion shows from one end of 
Germany to the other are inconceivable 
without a display of the new acrobatics. 


Guido and his pals learnt their first 
break dance steps at a youth club. They 


hite gloves, un essential part of’ the 

brenak duncer's oft, luckily cont 
only ye ks. The other tools of the 
trade are ù trutker's cap and û stereo 
cilsselle recorder. 

That leaves the dedicated Jancer with 
only the right location lo find. Afier 
schoul on Friday Guidu, 15, Michael 
and Christian have to muke a beeline for 
the favourite spots in town. 


Competition is fierce, und by 3 p.ın, it 
may be too late to find u place to per- 
form in, especially such a desirable laca- 
tion as Hamburg's exclusive Hanse- 
Viertel shopping arcade. 

Alternative city-cenire locations are 
wel and draughty and the paying public 
are not over-generous. 

Break dancing has been hailed by the 
New’ York Times as the greatest cultural 
revolution in the Westen hemisphere 
since the invenlion of the hula hoop. 

Jt has now come into its own in Ger- 
man railway station concourses, pedes- 
trian precincts and shopping centres. 

It ali began nearly 10 years ago in the 
black ghettoes of New York, where the 
aim was to ritualise in dance form the 
street fighting between juvenile gangs 
and the cops. 

Youngsters gyrate for all they are 
worth to the disc jockey’s rap. Their 
movemenls are broken off, mechanical, 
like robots. 

The music comes from a record player 
that is rhythmically moved to and fro in 
the dancer's hand, causing scratching. 

There are counlless variations. They 
include the electric boogie, in which the 
dancer's body jerks as {hough it were 
being subjected to electric shocks; the 
moonwalk, which creates the illusion of 
walking backwards, and the smurf, an 
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op star Nena, 23, looks so carefree 
and nice, as harmless and neat ùs 
te songs she and her group sing, both 
on stage and on TV. 

gË. When she sings of love under ù full 
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0 hoon, of glances surreptitiously shared, 
ûf a fairytale world of romance, her 
| novements seem to be dictated by sheer 
Î ist and exhilaration. 
Î. This joie de vivre need not even be 
[Î st for show. Gabriele Susanne Kerner, 
use her real name, has every reason lo 
behappy in a world that sets greal store 
by material success. 

{n l§ months she has. made a name 


ر 


jİ for herself at a rate unusual even in a 


pofession where ups and downs can be 
(Photo: Gûnter Stree dramatic, 


Her meteoric rise to the status of a 

Master Of Aris reppearanee on a oon rmsig u 
degree is 

back in favour 


gamne on TV, 
MOR GEN 


Her single, Nur getrîiunt, was cutchy 
lt not too strong in lyrics. Suon after 
A old-style academic educatin 
coming back inlo fashion. The 


ler TY spot it reached second place in 
heGeman hit parade. 
ithad previously lain like lead in the 
delves of record shops, iis Nenua's re- 
ford company adınitted, for six months 

grev of Magister Artium, or Masti; 

Arts, has relturnecl. 

Next to the doctor’ degree, the A 
the oldest olferecl by Germin un& 
ties, 


|f kfore taking off. 
| She promptly waxed an LP, Nena, 
JÎ ıt came on the market early last year. 
ws the breakthrough ind his sold 
Kt halfa million. 
One of the songs on her LP, %9 Lut} 
Was relcased as û single and 
rocketed into the hit parades in ınastl 
ipean countries. 
Nirely-Nine Red Balloons topped the 
[lh charis for several wecks and 
wif Bde it to the No. 2 spot in the Stiles. 
for example, (he number of MA Another LP is in the making amd, with 
tes hits increusecd more than 20 $4 ¥eek {o go before it is relened, over 
over the pusl 20 years: [rom 2S 1AM copies have adlreudly been order- 
winter seımesler of 1943/44 l0 A 
19K2-83. Tolul number ol gradu To be awarded u golden disc hefore 
the (wo decades wus 3,489. 0 even been released, or at 
At Munich University, there has f 10 sell the requisite number, is a 
a dramatic increuse in MA SW iiin achievement. : 
from 3,772 in 1975/76 ıo |44T0iRj, CT seems to be nothing 1o keep in 
Many uf these, of course, eile way in which an entire genera- 
out or change to other courses E 


graduation. ۳ Stadt mtiget .. 


In Britain and America, the A 
i Ofteenies are thrilling to Nena and 


The astounding Fiuct is thal in 


Arls degree is traditionally 
regarded. 


But in Germuny, the resurgen® 
arls degree has only eme E. She hac ب‎ 
significant reduction in the popu bas made a film written around a 
teaching degrees. ‘There is 4 gM, g E And felt to be an imposition 
chers in Germany. „. Ctics, but it has been a box-ol- 
The MA offers the chance ol f’ Gj ا‎ : 
ning subjects in u Ilexible ma buy. ic # Spass is the film's 


ei malic title, It means, for what it‏ ا : ا 
Munich, for example, after th j Orth: Step on the Gas — I Want‏ 


basic semesters, studenls can 
least the subsidiary suhjects. ل‎ he soundtrack of Nena's film and 

But there are strictly limit lyrics of her Songs are seemingly su- 
prospects for in MA. Journalist ical as a matter of principle. They 
rers and others speak from € ile more than an unthinking 
So. although the degree of Flor life, 


interesting selection of subject i pears to be what today’s tennis- 
uate can have ù lot uf difficult herd want. it is definitely a far cry 
a career. i message that prevailed among 
in the Middle Ages, a Mast ein the 1960s and 1970s. 
graduated after a basic suudié r Ay also be considered a conci- 
comprising the tiberal arts a Ng to today's parents. Her 
rhetoric, dialectics, arihmell®.ê” e ¢ so heat, her lyrics so harmless, 
music and astronomy. gul Ye hat Sex so clean and decent on 
Only then could he go on ®; ‘Tere IUis hard to dislike her. 
the "higher faculties” of law. ® ıê 10 rough edges. She is just 


: ۰ ٤ or. She ma: 
y 
Hanus-Jochel Kaf enan but sh do 5 


€ could easily pass as a 
{Mannheınter Murgen. 24 
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Berlin's Free Universlty: Is It as black as it's palnted? 


Professor Kewenig's predecessors 
have already found that Berlin's univer- 
sities can be heavyweight when it comes 
to getting theın to move. 


‘But he and the CDU have taken legal 
steps to try and help them do what they 
want to do. Professor Kewenig’s pluns 
have another great strenglh: they ure 
closely tied to the commercinl demands 
of the city. 

The central point is the Technical 
University, with its many und varied 
connections to industry. New points of 
contacl have been developed: roughly 
through a technology-transfer ugency 
for middle-sized firms. 

The most speclacular feiuture is ù 
promolional centre which offers finan- 
cil and orginisatiorıl help for new en- 
terprises which want to use new technu- 
logies. 

Berlin also has many scientific institu- 
tions outside the universities, and this 
gives it such u greal potential for innova- 
tion. 

And then there is the scientific centre 
with three international institutes. There 
is û Wissenschafiskolleg and also u new- 
ly opened centre where visitors can mecl 
and board. 


There is no doubt thal Berlin's univer- 
sities benefit from the city's variegited 
scientific landscape. The governing 
CDU can also count itself lucky that it is 
able to build upon work already done by 
the SPD Higher Education Ministers be- 
fore it. 

Walter Kirchner 
{Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagshlunt. 
12 March 1984) 
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Exam question: how do you + 


make two go into one? 


However, a little discrimination must 
be used in this context. Not every facul- 
Ly is the same as every other faculty, It 
must be judged subject for subjecl, 
examination for examination. 


But at a time wher there are too few 
jobs and too many graduates, few em- 
ployers bother to distinguish. They don’t 
always believe the evidence of their own 
eyes. 


Hiring decisions are often made on 
the basis of prejudice, and often the pre- 
judice has its origins in reports of some 
scandal or other. 


Both the lefl and the right jointly have 
ruined the university's reputation. But 
also the fact is that lhe reputation suffer- 
ed from public knowledge of what hap- 
pened on, for example, one day, or cases 
that happened in isolation. 


Over the years, the greater part of the 
university kept on with its academic ef- 
forts, sometimes under extremely diffîi- 
cult conditions. 


Then there was also the issue of fa- 
vouritism regarding professorships and 
examinations that didn't exactly add to 
the reputation. 


` West Berlin council, in the power of a 
CDU/FDP coalition, believes the lime 
is ripe for change. There is now no 
longer a demand for comprehensive 
education #5 legally stipulated and until 
now demanded by the FDP. 


Better-pald staff 


The master plan instead provides for 
an increase in education and research 
within faculties. Change should be made 
lo teaching structures, with more highly 
paid positions to attract better staff at 
the expense of lesser-paid positions. 


The city’s Higher Education Senator, 
Professor Wilhelm Kewenig, also wants 
a change of accent on faculties towards 
natural sciences and engineering and 
away from the traditional humanities 
and social sciences, 


He wants courses to be more closely 
suited to employment demands; less 
teacher training; and financial stimulus 
for special branches of study which con- 
form to the employment market. 
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tatistics say that 89,699 students at- 

tended West Berlin universilies in 
the 1983/84 winter semester. They also 
say that there were only 53,380 student 
places #t the universities. 

According to the master plan appro- 
ved by the West Berlin Senate, the num- 
ber of places needs to be brought up to 
40,000. 

To add to the confusion, another sta- 
tistic has il Lhal up to 75,000 sludents 
could be accommodated if existing uni- 
versities were used to niaximum capaci- 
ty. 

Whoever loses himself in the jungle of 
university planning gels the feeling that 
he will not get oul alive. That doesn't 
apply only to West Berlin, but in West 
Berlin it is especially true. 

The city sees itself as a traditional 
centre of science in Qermany and re- 
gards the high number of student places 
on offer to non-Berliners as a service it 
owes the Federal Republic. It is fulfil- 
ling a capital.city role by other means, 

However, if all these 90,000 students 
actually did go to the lecture halls, Hibra- 
ries, laboratories and clinics day after 
day, teaching would just not be possible, 

How many students actually use the 
university institutions. and how intensi- 
vely, no one knows. It is suspected thal, 
aver the past few years, the number who 
are still on the books but who don't 
come any more has climbed steeply. 

Many prefer to remain as students ra- 
ther than become unemployed, 

On the other hand, the attitudes of 
those who do go have changed. This can 
be seen, for example, in the library halls. 
In the middle ‘of the 1970s, professors 
0 complaining that they were desert- 
ed. 

These days they are (ull. Latecomers 
have trouble finding a place, even dur- 
ing holidays. Clearly, a new generation 
has come to the campus. 

Diligence and interest have increased, 
although or perhaps because career op- 
porlunilies and social welfare are worse 
than for 10 years. ا‎ 

Berlin is a university city. That means 
for a large part of the population, dis- 
quiet, rebelliousness and even political 


turmail.. The impressions created by the. 


student movement of lhe .19605 and the 
eprly 1970s are still there. . 

But in fact, the halls of learning have 
been - quiet for years. The , squatter 
movement had little to do with students, 
What does remain is the bad academic 
reputation of the Berlin Free University. 

.In addition lo lhe Free University, 
there is the Technical. University, the Art 
College, the Theological College and a 
handful of technical colleges. : ٣ 

The Free University has 50,000 slu- 
dents, which makes il the biggest in the 
Federal Repubtic, Burt it has only 25,140 
student places. 


The master plan envisages 28,500. 
Places. The competition will do some. . 


thing to help the flagging reputation, 


That is the. reality, Whether or not the . 


tuition really is worse than elsewhere i5. 
a secondary question. 


